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Autumn 
By A. T. White 


VASE of treasured autumn bloom, 
Roses, loved and cherished, 
Now shriveled, faded, touched with doom, 
Their beauty well-nigh perished. 


‘* Farewell,” I think — but, as I lift 
The vase, a sweet perfume 

Flows out, as if from Mary’s gift 
Whose odor filled the room. 


A sense of comfort reached my heart ; 
Mine, now, are autumn days. 

‘My work is past, in greater part, 
But yet this prayer I raise: 


Lord, of Thy sweetness’ precious hoard 
A vessel let me be ; ' 

From which Thy Name like ointment poured 
May draw sad souls to Thee. 











Seeing for the First Time 


Eyesight is a perpetual wonder. We are so used 

to it that we forget its marvels. -But there is a 
Philadelphia young man_who will not soon forget the 
experience of seeing. The Philadelphia Public Ledger 
has given a thrilling story of his experience. He is twen- 
ty-two years old and had been sightless since his birth ; 
early this year a physician operated on his eyes, and 
after six weeks his sight was restored. For the past eight 
years he had been a student at the Pennsylvania Insti- 
tute for Instruction of the Blind, but, “already having 
learned the ways of a blind person, the young man 
must forget those lessons and start anew to adapt 
himself to his present condition.” It is an utterly new 
world in which he is living now. Said he wistfully: 
“Sometimes it seems as though I can’t see things fast 
enough. There is so much to see and there is so 
much to learn. Now I'll be able to see Yellowstone 
Park and the Grand Canyon.” The doctors say that 
he will learn in three months what the average child 
learns in six years. “All the wonders of colors, mechan- 
ical devices, every phase of the modern world, excite 
and thrill him.” It is easy to believe this. When 
. the new year began he had only four senses; now he 
has five. “All my life,” says he, “I have wondered 
about the beauties of flowers. Their fragrance and 
the soft feel of them when you pick them up, and 
the way people who could see spoke about them made 
a decided impression on me. But it was not nearly 
the impression that came to me when I saw some and 
could distinguish what I had heard about all my life 
—color. I certainly am looking forward to June — 
the month of roses—when I expect that my sight 
will be far better than it is now. One of the greatest 
moments J experienced was when I was able to gaze 
upon the faces of my parents and other members of 
my family.” Is it not a parable of what our experi- 
ence will be when faith is replaced by sight — when 





for the first time we have heavenly sight and actually 
see*the Lord Jesus Christ, “whom having not seen, 
ye love’? It is not — or speculation on our part 
to look forward to such a thrilling experience of 
sight that the wonderful experience of the young man 
to whom a new world is open pales intc insignificance 
by comparison, 


=x 
New England’s Need — and Hope 


Denying Christ is spiritual suicide. Harvard's 
Unitarianism, spreading out into the Congregational- 
ism of New England, has cast the spell of death on 
most of the churches in that part of our land. John, 
the apostle of love, speaks a word of solemn warn- 
ing in his Second Epistle: “Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God.” Something has recently happened, however, 
that is of immense significance and great cause for 
thanksgiving. A Presbyterian church in New Haven 
dared to call Billy Sunday for a campaign of evan- 
gelism. The Danish Congregational Church shared 
the responsibility with this Presbyterian church. The 
Presbyterian’s letter from New England tells a thrill- 
ing story. The New Haven Council of Churches was 
invited to co-operate; they refused. A personal invi- 
tation was extended to each of the seventy-eight Prot- 
estant churches of New Haven to unite in the cam- 
paign; sixty-three ignored it, eight declined it, seven 
ministers accepted, and only one of these was an Eng- 
lish-speaking ~church. “Under the shadow of Yale 
University,” says the letter, “with its college and pro- 
fessional schools, including a Divinity School,” and 
“with the disapproval of President, professors, and 
ministers, without newspaper cc-operation, the Rev. 
William A, Sunday walked upon the platform of the 
Presbyterian Church at New Haven, on March 16, 


‘and preached to 1,200 men and women; this was the 


first time that a church had been filled in New Haven 
for any purpose, for months.” The meetings went on 
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night after night with increasing power and blessing, 
filling pews “which Modernism has caused to be va- 
cated since it has been preached as a substitute for 
the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.” On the Sunday 
concluding the first week of services, the evangelist 
preached to three large congregations of 1,200, then 
1,400, then 2,000. This is well-nigh a miracle, “Only 
those who have attempted to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in a Presbyterian church in New England 
will correctly realize the blessing that has come into 
New Haven with the first coming of Mr. Sutiday, 
This revival has been made possible through prayer. 

Will you pray that this revival may grow in 
power ?” 


a 


Precious Fellowship in Dangerous Times 

Next to God’s own friendship is that of his chil- 
dren. We need the sympathy and strengthening help 
of fellow-Christians; let us thank God that we have 
it. The “Farm Mother” writes to the Times: “We 
are all enjoying the series by your ci-devant atheist. 
He has such a vivid style. Also I can never be suffi- 
ciently thankful for the opportunity to know person- 
ally your friend Mr. Linton. What a bulwark such 
friendships are! I hear from him perhaps once or 
twice a year, but I know he is there. -And it is 
not easy to live these days and watch the currents 
that we are utterly unable to divert. How could we 
bear it without the fellowship of the few who under- 
stand and love His appearing? - The sort of denatured 
Christianity that is handed out to the boys and girls 
at college is almost criminal. No wonder the young- 
sters feel themselves slipping.” These are days in 
which we need to continue earnestly in prayer for one 
another, and for every member of the Body of Christ 
on earth. It is peculiarly a time for “not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together . . . but ex- 
horting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching” (Heb. 10: 25). 


Fishing for Men Among African Fishermen 


Walter Williams of the Nana Kru Mission, 
Liberia, West Africa. Mr. Williams gives vivid 
pictures of the human material on which he is working. 


Ow of the great missionaries of our time is 


THE YouNG PErop_e 


In the day schools and Sunday-schools are black 
boys who, smiling and unafraid, balanced in their 
toy dugouts, paddie out to sea fifteen or twenty miles to 
fish with hook and-line. They sit eight hours or 
more in the blazing sun with perhaps a coconut or 
stick of cassava to eat all day long. The Kru preacher 
at the Big Fish Town church, when a lad, dearly loved 
the Sunday-school, but his people hated church. They 
tried to keep him away; he was determined to go. 
One Sunday morning his. father tied him hand and 
foot, and, putting him in a canoe, took him far out to 
sea. Then he was untied and ordered to fish. The 
boy jumped overboard, swam the long distance to 
shore, dried himself, and appeared at Sunday-school. 

At the Nana Kru mission are twenty or thirty sons 
and daughters of Kru preachers, fifteen children whose 
fathers are kings in their villages, and quite a num- 
ber of children whose fathers are, or have been, devil 
doctors. The change for the better in the next gen- 
eration will come largely through these converted 
children. The entire one hundred on the compound 
raise all their own food except the evening meal of 
rice. They do all their laundry work and make their 
own laundry soap. They build their own houses in 
Bethany village and keep them in repair. The school 
equipment of benches, tables, blackboard, and furni- 
ture for the churches in the Kru district, their pulpits, 
benches, doors,-and windows are made by the same 
school children. Between school hours fishing in 
mission canoes is done by schoolboys. 

These children, then, do much to earn their school- 


ing. They also do their share in supporting their 
church, for each child is required to crack one quart 
of palm kerne!s, value four cents, each week for the 
Sunday collection. Their singing is wonderfully rich 
and melodious, and their memorfts marvelous. They 
can keep the hymn book in their heads and mentally 
turn to any hymn when the number is called. With- 
out organ or piano they pitch the tune themselves and 
do it at the early age of five. 

Mr. Williams describes the interest these little 
friendly people show in him when he comes ito their 
villages. “My small gray ‘cat-like’ eyes, as they 
call them, never fail to receive interested comment and 
speculation as to whether I really can see with such 
inferior luminaries. Little brown hands are stretched 
out to feel my ‘monkey hair,’ that string-like cover- 
ing that repels them. Then my small ‘water-deer 
mouth’ comes in for its share of comment. How can 
rice possibly go into such a small opening without 
spilling? One earnest watcher will exclaim, ‘Why, 
he never smells his food before eating as we do.’ An- 
other will laugh at the fork, that food-comb with only 
four sticks, a foolish thing to eat with. Gentle little 
fingers will stroke my white-washed skin and then 
be examined to see if the white has come off.” 


Tue Oper Fok 


The adults are more sophisticated. In their uncon- 
verted state they look on the missionary as fair game. 
Mr. Williams tells us that in twenty-two years of 
African experience he never found “a poor benighted 
heathen.” The Krus among whom he works are the 
shrewdest of the shrewd in this world’s sense. They 
can outwit you at every turn. As heathen they cal-. 
culate to get all they can and keep all they can. In 


ing of the prestige he will bring to their town, so 
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that they can make the bush-tribes pay extra toll 
on the sheep, goats, cows, and the like, that are driven 
through their country. Roads are safer to travel on 
after the white man~comes, and they capitalize this 
fact in this way. 

“I sat in a boat one day listening to some Krus 
talking about a new white man come from Scotland 
to do mission work. They were saying that it was 
fine that he had come. They could borrow money 
of him free from interest. Later they said that I 
{Mr. Williams] had spoiled him by enlightening him 
on some points he needed to know.” If, however, the 
missionary is business-like he will not lose money by 
lending. “I am kind to them when they need kind- 
ness, but am hard-boiled enough to sue them if they 
will not pay. 

“A certain chief named Nuah had borrowed some 
money from me when the annual tax collectors came 
around and he was very slow in paying it back. One 
Sunday I was holding an open-air service in his town. 
This man chanced to stand close to me as the entire 
congregation was at prayer, and with closed eyes was 
praying as earnestly as were the saints. This was his 
petition: “O God, make this white man blind. Make 
this white man forget the three pounds I owe him. 
I beg you, God, make him forget it, so he won’t hum- 
bug me to pay him back.” In seven days I received 
my own without usury! 

“If we were to let wrong pass because of softness 
of heart or desire to be well spoken of, these Krus 
would soon lose respect for us and for our teaching 
as they have on this Coast for Roman Catholics. In 
any of my cases that come before either native or 
Liberian courts for settlement they never call me into 
court to testify. They say, ‘If the reverend says so, 
it is so.” 


WHEN THE CHANGE CoMES 


But the Krus are learning under Mr. Williams’ in- 
struction that it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive. Here are some instances of Christian Krus’ 
unselfishness. co 

A poor Kru man out hunting had the.good fortune 
to kill a small elephant and to sell the tusks for $18. 
The Easter offering being taken at this time he put 
in $10 for himself and $1.40 for his wife’ and 48 cents 
for his child. Nothing but Christ’s holy presence in 
his heart could produce such fruits as this giving. 
And that man’s life is almost blameless, too. 

Another Kru church member, Jacob Doeh, a Chris- 
tian of long standing in the church, a man who has 
bravely endured much persecution on account of his 
religion, confessed in writing that he had yielded to 
temptation and had slipped. He wrote: “I have done 
wrong; therefore punish me good. Make the thing 
hard and the road difficult to travel again. Sweat me 
good and plenty, so that I may never be found walking 
this evil road again.’ Mr. Williams made him pay 
thirty dollars for this sin to the people he had wronged, 
though he was poor and a prominent church member. 
He paid it,—and gave the church a cow in the bar- 
gain! “If every one in the United States of America 
had to pay thirty dollars for a moral slip there would 
be some cash let go!” 

In the building of a new church at Wissipo not a 
single soul refrained from giving. Little boys of the 





How We Got Our Bible 


As superintendent of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance Sunday School here I wish to ask if you 
can recommend a book for our Sunday-school library 
which will help the children understand how the Bible 
was compiled, how the various books were selected, 
etc. 

We purchased a book entitled “The Bible in the 
Making in the Light of Modern Research,” by J. Pat- 
erson Smyth, from a supposedly reliable Gospel book 
store. Upon reading this book we find that the 
writer questions the infallibility of the Bible and 
would undermine the faith af the reader in the verbal 
inspiration of the Bible. We will not allow this book 
in our library, but are looking for a book which will 
tend to give the reader confidence in tthe Bible as 
the Word of God, and are asking your help in mak- 
ing a selection. 

We have received THE Sunpay ScuHoot Times 
regularly in our home for several years and value it 
above all other periodicals. We surely praise the 
Lerd for its ministry—A Minnesota reader. 


A valuable book that brings together authentic 
historical facts on the making of the Bible was writ- 
ten by the late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, whose 
writings have been such a blessing to readers of the 
Times. The book is entitled “And God Spake These 
Words.” Originally published by The Sunday School 
Times Company, it was transferred to Harper and 
Brothers, 49 East Thirty-third Street, New York 
City ($1.50, plus 15 cents for postage) when the Times 
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teen age 9 to 14, had paid their pledges of 72 cents 
each which is like $75 in America! Boys of 14 to 
18 had taken their dugouts and gone fiity miles to 
fish in order to pay their pledges of $2.40 each. Fish 
is the ice creais of the Kru boy. ‘Nothing but train- 
ing in the Old Book could bring such things to pass 
out here. Whatever they are doing with the Bible 
at home we are sticking to it from Genesis to Revela- 
tion and find its fruits in Kru men, women, and grow- 
ing boys. Fifteen years ago boys like these would 
not have stirred a muscle to help. in church building.” 


PicTURES OF CHRISTIAN Krus 


Lewis Weah, one of our young Kru men, a church 
member for years in the Wissipo church, is handsome 
in face and erect as a flagpole. “One night I was hold. 
ing quarterly conference a mile from his village,” 
writes ‘Mr. Williams. “He came dressed in black 
clothes, white collar, and neat silk tie. We had much 
to do at the conference, and it was late. I was riding 
horseback, and, for fear an accident might come to 
the horse, waited until midnight for the moon to come 
out, but the light failed me. I began to be anxious 
about crossing the rivers at this hour, for they were 
deep, swift, and with quicksands as well. But go I 
must to teach school in the morning. 

“When I reached the river’s brink, there in the 
water and the darkness stood a naked mar. Lewis 
Weah himself, who said in a soft musical voice, 
‘Teacher, I left the meeting quick in order to cross 
you over.’ He had been there for hours, waiting for 
me in that naked state, in the dead of night, cold 
and alone. He guided my horse through the dark and 
swift waters that moonless night; he knew the water 
well, for he is a fisherman. He did it not for money, 
but because he-is a Christian and my friend, and how 


grateful I did feel to him for this service. God bless. 


him!” 

The next incident has to do with what is more and 
more common on mission fields, the goodness of God 
in miraculous -healings. “Anna Nabeh had been yery 
sick and was lying helpless, unable to raise herself 
on her bed. She is the wife of a Kru preacher. One 
Sunday morning a Grebo woman came to visit her 
and pray with her, and under the compelling force 
of the Holy Spirit she said to Anna, ‘Jesus Christ 
has power to raise you up, but you must take his 
healing.’ Then she left her and came to church. An 
hour later, as I was in the midst of my sermon, Anna 
Nabeh came walking through the church doorway, 
praising God. I couldn’t make out what had happened 
to her because I knew that she couldn’t walk or even 
sit up unaided. Yet there she stood saying, ‘I am 
healed. Jesus has healed me.’ Alone in her house 
that Sunday morning she had reached out in simple 
faith and taken the Lord Jesus at his word and had 
risen up, walked from the house up the hill to the 
church, a distance of a quarter mile and was starding 
there, giving God the glory. Nor has there been any 
return of the spinal trouble, and this was months ago. 
It was very wonderful to me.” 





The Times rejoices in the belief that, when it is His 
will to do so, God heals without medicine or physician. 
But it also believes that the Scriptures show that it is 
not invariably God’s will to work in this way, and that it 
is proper, under divine guidange, to use medical aid. 





Company withdrew from the book publishing field in 
order to concentrate on its periodicals, THE SuNpDAy 
Scuoot Times and CuHrisTiAN YOUTH. 

Another book that has been widely and deservedly 
used for a good many years is “Our Sixty-six Sacred 
Books,” by the late Dr. E. W. Rice, for many years 
Editor of the American Sunday School Union, and 
published by that house (1816 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, $1). 

A more recent volume of exceptional value is “Ex- 
ploring the Biple,” by Frank E. Gaebelein, Headmas- 
ter of the Stony Brook School for Boys (Harpers, 
$1.50, plus 15 cents for postage). Mr. Gaebelein’s 
position is uncompromisingly true to the whole Word 
as God’s infallible revelation, while the style and sub- 
ject matter show the trained mind at its best. There 
are chapters on “How We Got Our Bible,” and “The 
Meaning of Inspiration,” as well as “The Structure 
of the Bible.” Then the book goes on into various 
useful principles and methods of Bible study, furnish- 
ing a textbook of the most practical sort for both 
individual and class use. 

There is a widespread impression, even among Chris- 
tian people, that the canon of Scripture, as the sixty- 
six books of the Bible are called, was arbitrarily de- 
cided upon at one or. another early Church Council, 
and that it was only human opinion that decided what 
should be authorized as the books of inspired Scrip- 
ture. There could not be a greater mistake than to 
suppose this. Dr. Griffith Thomas used to call atten- 
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tion to the actual fact in this way: “The Bible is 
not an authorized collection of books, but a collection 
of authorized books.” 

That is, men did not authorize the Bible, or decide 
what books were inspired and what were not. God did 
the authorizing, not men. What the Early Church 
did was to collect or gather together those writings 
that had been recognized from the beginning, by God’s 
people, as inspired and authorized by God himself. 
It is only reasonable to believe that the Holy Spirit, 
who moved holy men of God to write the inspired 
Scriptures (2 Pet. 1:21), guided the Church to bring 
together these infallibly inspired writings as constitut- 
ing the Word of God. . 

A book of great value that discusses this question 
of the canon, showing how from the beginning God 
made it plain that the books of the Bible were his 
own God-breathed and infallible writings, and how 
Israel and the Church were led to recognize this, is 
entitled “All About the Bible,” by Sidney Collett 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, $1.50, plus 15 cents for postage). This book 
is a veritable treasure house of valuable and interest- 
ing facts about the Bible, including chapters on Trans- 
lations, the Bible and History, Symbols under which 
the Bible is set forth, Inspiration, the Plan of Scrip- 
ture, and still other important matters. Its discussion 
of Inspiration and the formation of the Canon are 
especially valuable and readable. 

Any of these books may be ordered through H. 
Trumbull Howard (conducting a Book Service for 
Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Times), 401 West Durham 
Road, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia. 


= 
**Kept Safe in His Life” 


While the darkness deepens and men’s hearts are 
failing them for fear, with disaster, uncertainty, and 
cataclysms of many sorts closing in on the world, 
there are countless children of God who have been 
“reconciled to God by the death of his Son” and re- 
joice in the “much more” salvation of being “kept safe 
in his life,” as Bishop Moule rendered this verse 
(Rom. 5:10). A suffering and trusting child of God 
in France has written a letter to Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Harvey Borton, of the Council of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, which will bring a blessing to many. This 
French Christian brother is one of a large namber 
of God’s people in Europe and the United States and 
in many mission fields to whom Mr. and Mrs. Borton 
have been sending THE Sunpay ScHoot Times. It 
is their custom to send a letter to all the members of 
their Times club toward the close of each year, ask- 
ing those receiving the paper whether they would like 
it continued in the year to come. In response to such 
a letter there came this remarkable and discerning 
message from the brother in France: 


Very DEAR BRETHREN IN THE LorpD: 


Very many thanks for your kind letter, together 
with the enclosed tracts. 

I shall not be able to subscribe to your “indis- 
pensable Times,” but I. should even more appre- 
ciate its weekly “knocking at my door” during 
1931, provided means be forthcoming for free 
copies. 

I have the first symptoms of cancer, so am 
awfully weak and depressed at times, losing blood, 
etc., etc., but the TimEs:is getting more and more 
interesting (and growing. more and more indis- 
pensable) in these last days of a “dying age” — 
arid I should be a great loser if I had to give up 
its weekly articles. But God knows what is best 
and I put the matter before him. At any rate, 
please convey my very heartiest thanks to the. 
generous friends who have made it possible for 
me (and. for others who have benefitted indirectly 
by it) to enjoy such a weekly feast of fat things, 
a feast of wines on the lees well refined (Isa. 
25:6); may the Lord be praised for such a faith- 
ful witness to the infallible Word of God in these 
days of darkness and awful apostasy, when hell 
is raging and Satan almost triumphing! 

I may not be able to write again, but I'll pray 
for you and all the work connected with THE 
Sunpay ScHooLt Times. Your paper is certainly 
well appreciated in Heaven and feared in hell, and 
you'll have a hard fight to encounter in 1931; 
but Glory is Coming, “Rapture is nigh”; soon 
you'll. hear the “Well done,” you'll forget all 
about the hard blows from the Enemy, and you'll 
meet “multitudes” above who wil] greet you and 
praise Him for the Times. 

May the Almighty God keep you faithful up 
to the very last hour of this vanishing dispensa- 
tion. Your magazine is a Lighthouse that must 
keep its lights burning even (and especially) in 
the darkest hours and fiercest tempests. We are 
living in the last desperate days of this dispensa- 
tion, so you must hold on and carry on and fight 
on—in the very jaws of an open hell. 

So, may God give you complete victory over 
hell’s legions undismayed. My best wishes for the 
coming year are that it may be Rapture year. 
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Why Was Judas One of the Twelve Apostles ? 


Light from the Scriptures on a hard question 





By Henry Ostrom 














quoted that are at once so inter-related and yet 
so isolated as those in Acts 2: 23. “ “Him, being 
delivered up by the determinate courisel and fore- 
knowledge of God” (this is the one -short portion) 
“ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain” (and this is the other short portion). 
They are both needed to tell of the crucifixion of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: and yet,.the one phrase re- 
minds us that if all men had combined they could not 
have killed him unless he had laid down his life ‘of 
himself, while the other shows us the guilt of man 
whése wicked hands were there in action. The whole 
reveals, not fatalism, but also, not accident. God pro- 
vides, man sins. “The wrath of ‘man shall. praise 
thee”! God’s foreknowledge, when revealed, must be 
prophetic, but it never signifies that man is the crea- 
ture of fate. 
Now facts kindred to those in the two short phrases 
appear in considering ‘Judas Iscariot. It is notice- 
able that in each of the four Gospels Judas is men- 


Fox: if any short portions of Scripture can be 


tioned in a way different from all the eleven other’ 


apostles. In the Gospel by Matthew. (26:25) it is, 
“Judas, which betrayed him.” In Mark (14:43), 
“Judas, one of the twelve.” Luke 6: 16, “Judas Iscariot, 
which also was the traitor.” John 18:2, “Judas also, 
which betrayed him.” 

With the exception of the fact that Peter is men- 
tioned first, no other distinguishing’ mention in the 
lists of the apostles is made of Peter, or of “Thomas, 
or of Philip, or of any of the others. Also in the 
four lists Judas is always mentioned last. 
Spirit evidently would have us realize, not only that 
this man Judas was specially viewed for a special 
reason, but that, if there should arise the question 
“Why was this man one of the twelve” there would 
be found immediate help for gaining the answer, 
The Son of man going as it was written of him in 
nowise relieved the guilt for which “woe” is pro- 
nounced upon Judas. 


The Lord Knew Him Through and Through 


Let there be no uncertainty as to our Lord Jesus’ 
estimate of the man. It is quite early in his public 
ministry that he announces, “I have chosen you twelve, 
but one of you is a devil.” This -is the epithet our 
Lord used. How could he have employed a stronger? 
He does not say that Judas is the devil, of which 
Scripture recgrds but one, nor does he say a demon, 
of which there are many. He says “a devil” —a 
traducer. But it was at the Supper that SATAN 
entered into him (see John 13:27). The Lord knew 
his man through and through from the very first. 
Think how Christ’s deity-knowledge had long before 
revealed through the prophet Zechariah: the “price,” 
“thirty pieces of silver weighed,” the money “cast,” 
the “potter,” “cast . .. in the house of the Lord” 
(Zech. 11:12, 13). So we cannot consider that our 
Lord Jesus was in the least taken unawares when this 
man disclosed his betraying scheme. And was he 
not described elsewhere beforehand, as for instance in 
Psalm 109? We should note also Psalm 41:9. But 
we must remember that foreknowledge is not fatal- 
ism. Whether it was before the betrayal or after- 
ward that Iscariot became a surname of this man, it 
seems to point to him as a man of “traffic” or “barter” 
(Matt. 26: 14-16), although the surname may have 
been used because he hailed from Kerioth. (See 
Luke 22:3.) And he was “a thief” (John 12:6). 

To learn why Judas became one of the twelve, 
we should deeply consider the first Advent of our 
Lord and his voluntary humiliation. It is not to give 
any less assertion to “the blood of the cross,” or the 
fact that “it was impossible that he should be holden 
of death,” or to “his glorious appearing” that we call 
anew for- the assertion of his advent, and especially 
the humiliation of our blessed Lord there seen. If 
we see how low down he came, and from what height 
he came down, we shall be well started on the way 
to find why Judas came so near him, and was so near 
him for so long a time. It is in the Gospel by John 
(6: 38), the Gospel that so greatly stresses the deity 
of our Lord Jesus, that we read, “I came down from 
heaven.” Heaven—and down! Down to a manger! 
To a Kahn, an inn, Ah, but from Heaven— down! 
Thus we start along the path of his public ministry, 

How low he has come! May “the glory which he 
had with the Father before the world was” not en- 
tirely escape our thinking as we think of this humilia- 
tion. At his birth “all Jerusalem was troubled” in- 
stead of exultant, and from Galilee he sounds forth 
the kingdom of Heaven proclamation. And Gentiles 
gained nearness. They were even welcome. He was 
shortly by his cross to break down the middle. wall 


The Holy 


‘Here is one of the most searching studies of that 
strange character, “Judas Iscariot, which also was 
the traitor,” that we are ever likely to see. 

Was Judas the victim of fatalism? — 

Was he powerless to keep from betraying the 
Son of because this Son knew that the be- 
trayal was coming, and that Judas was the one 
through whom it should come? 


Did God’s foreknowledge of the man and his 
acts, as predicted unerringly in the Old Testament . 
Scriptures, force upon Judas an inescapable act 
of unthinkable treachery ? 


This remarkable study of the man and the Scrip- 
tures answers these questions with fullness and 
finality. God forbid that we should place the re- 
sponsibility for Judas’ sin upon anyone but Judas. 

Mr. Ostrom has been the means of blessing to 
great numbers in his long-time ministry of Bible 
teaching in the Extension Department of the 
Moody Bible Institute ; his present study is but an- 
other instance of making mg debtors by his 7 
ing of the treasures of God’s inexhaustible Word. 








of partition, but already he typifies it. Lo, he is weary 
in the heat of the day, and he is asking for a drink 
of water, he is shelling his lunch in a. wheat field, he 
is groaning in spirit and sighing deeply, he is weep- 
ing, he is sweating blood. And, there is the wild 
hearted woman whose tears he permits to fall on his 
feet, and whose hair he permits to brush them off 
his feet. There is the soldier’s coat thrown about 


him, and spittle hurled on him from foul mouths; 


the crown of thorns; the reed in his hand, and the 
shout of the mob. How low he came! “The soldiers 
set him at nought”! The account tells more, much 
more, but this should suffice for the present. 

We would wish not to mention Peter’s denial, and 
Thomas’s doubting, and Philip’s words about being 
“unsufficed,” in the same moment with Judas, but all 
this only serves to give us a fuller view of how low 
our Lord came, Even without mentioning “He was 
made a curse for us.” Once we gain a fuller view of 
the lowliness of the Advent and the~humiliation that 
our Lord Jesus accepted, we shall not be so astonished 
to find Judas one of the twelve. MANGER, THIRST, 
HUNGER, TEARS, ADULTERESS, ACCUSERS, MOB, SPITTLE, 
Jupas! He has come to the depths, he has come 
thus far to get us. 

But I would emphasize a word from the lips of 
Judas in the Gospel by Matthew (27:4). It is the 
word “innocent.” He says, “I have betrayed the 
innocent blood.” To be sure, Judas does not say re- 
deeming blood, or precious blood, or passover biood, 
but he does say “innocent.” And, on the one hand 
we search the records in vain to find one Criticism 
Judas ever utters against Christ: while on the other 
hand, after he has betrayed him, here is the word 
from his lips, “innocent.” Did our Lord Jesus choose 


_ him, calling him near, give him the place where the 


slender purse was to be reckoned — the place of figures 
—keep him there so long; and then this traitor, hav- 
ing watched, studied, longed to find ground for sus- 








Notes by the Author 


To say, in reply to the~ question “Why did Jesu 
choose Judas?” ‘Why did he choose you and me?” 
is to do violence to the import of the word “choose.” 
“Chosen in Him” and chosen for an office are as 
wide apart as the poles. 


To seek to modify the force of the word “woe” as 
pronounced against Judas is to run dangerously 
toward robbing of their real meaning all words 
which signify penalty. 


No argument can avail to excuse a man of whom 
the Holy Spirit says “He was a thief.” All may have 
coveted, or even stolen, at some time, but this man in 
the visible presence of Jesus Christ is described as 
a thief (John 12: 6). 


The only possible relief to suicide would be men- 
tal breakdown. But not a hint of this is given in 
the whole record. The busy mental action of Judas 
was steady enough. 


Per- 
He 


Judas is “The son of perdition.” Perishing! 
ishing! Perishing like the Antichrist to be. 
bears the same title (2 Thess. 2: 3). 


How it should arouse and search us to know that 
“in the last days” one of the descriptions of men is 
given thus: “In the last days men shall be traitors” 
(2-Tim, 3:.1-4). 


‘Lord’s word — “wor” ! 





picion, or even to lie against Christ, finds himself. in- 
capable of. withholding the ‘word concerning him — 
“innocent” ? 

Judas sold the Son of God for less than twenty. 
dollars. _To guide the arresters in the dark among 
the trees he kissed him repeatedly (for so it really 
reads). He had already at the supper. said. “Rabbi,” 
when all the other eleven said “Lord” (cf. Matt. 26: 
22 with Matt. 26:25); but now, having remorsefully 
disclaimed the purchase price, he goes out and hangs 
himself, His body apparently fell to the base of the 
precipice, terribly broken. 


Judas. Said “‘Innocent’”’ but Not “‘Lord’’ 


“He went to his own place.” Against him is our 
Never could it be said of one 
saved by grace, “Good were it for that man if he 
had never been born.” “Let his habitation be desolate 
. .. and his overseership let another take” (Acts 1: 
20). A lost soul may, having rejected ail, still say 


innocent” concerning Christ, though he would not 


say (as the demons do not say) “Lord.” It is at the 
crisis that we see the contrast between Judas and 
Peter. Judas hears the words, “with a kiss betrayest 
thou the Son of man,” yet continues on his course 
of betrayal. Peter observes the “look” of Jesus and 
weeps in repentance. Judas and demons alike may speak 
of the dignity of Jesus, yet they persist in their journey 
to the lake of fire. Yet they have spoken. If we lis- 
ten to the apostle Paul speaking at the verge of Heaven 
we hear him say, “The Lord, the righteous judge”; 
and if we listen to-Judas from the verge of doom we 
hear him say of Jesus Christ, “Innocent”: so from 
the heights to the depths, from blessed fruition to 
cursed perdition, they know that he is faultless. 

“Come alongside me,” I think the Lord Jesus was 
saying, “search me out, weigh your suspicion against 
plain fact, try it for about three years: you may 
betray me then, but you cannot accuse me!” All 
this to the man of the subtlety scheme (Matt. 26: 4). 

The record tells us (Matt. 27:3) that when Judas 
saw that Jesus was condemned, “it repented him.” 
But we know that the word here used does not stand 
for the act of repentance.” That word means “think- 
ing differently.” No, rather there remains from 
Judas the word —regretted. And, as certain diseases 
are accompanied with abnormal temperature of the 
body, so will regret lead to remorse. But both regret 
and remorse are far from real repenting. Where re- 
pentance: is, there is change of mind, and change of 
mind is more than mere change of casual thinking. 
Judas felt the pangs of remorse. 

But, it is argued, he was one of the twelve apos- 
tles! Yes, and their privilege was superlative. What: 
they heard and: saw in those several months so close 
to the Lord Jesus was indeed unsurpassed privilege: 
Yet they were men of like passions with-us, while 
in our Lord Jesus none of this is seen. Trace their 
career right through to his ascension, and this human- 
ness continually confronts us. They were samples ‘of 
the “all have sinned.” Also we do not forget that 
men may claim to have prophesied in Christ’s name, 
and in his name to have cast out demons, and to have 
done many wonderful works (Matt. 7:22), yet this 
does not establish their real fellowship with Christ. 
The apostles themselves needed greatly that Pente- 
cost day after Christ’s ascension. The descent of 
the Holy Spirit not only established that Christ was 
at the Father’s right hand above, but it guaranteed 
that, he having been “received up” (what a reception 
it must have been!), the humiliation of his Advent 
and his sojourn here in the flesh was entirely super- 
seded, and men were.-called upon. to live in accord- 
ance with that fact.. It was a great commission that 
sent them out to herald the kingdom of Heaven, but 
their spiritual equipment for carrying out the com- 
mission, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me ... unto 
the uttermost part of the earth,” was a decided ad- 
vance: for they were to tarry in Jerusalem until the 
Comforter came, and were to receive power (cf. Matt. 
10:5, 6, 7, with Acts 1:6-8). 

But from all this Judas is missing. Indeed, it was 
from the “Supper” that Judas “went out.” It is at 
the other side of the cross that we lose him. Even 
our Lord’s words about the betrayal when Judas kissed 
him seemed not to have impressed him as much as 
did the amount of money he had accepted for the 
deed. He had sold himself before he could have sold 
our blessed Lord. So even his prayer would “become 
sin,” and strangers despoiled “his labor” (Psa. 100: 
7, 11). The price of his awful deed gave them a 
cemetery. Death took the place of triumph. The man 
could traffic, but~it ended in bankruptcy. ~ 


CHICAGO. 



































































































































































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





MAY 9, 1931 








A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 

















By Ernest. Gordon 














Those who lived in New England in the last 

generation cannot think of President Eliot other- 
wise than as an outspoken enemy of evangelical Chris- 
tianity. His published writings constitute a much- 
used armory of Unitarian propaganda. It is obvious 
from them that he knew little of the evangelical faith, 
in either its theological literature or history or_ by 
personal contact. The story is well-remembered of 
his saying in astonishment, after listening to an ad- 
dress by Henry Drummond in Appleton Chapel: “I 
never heard anything like it!” If he could have 
broken out of the narrow shell of Unitarian tradition 
he would have found himself in an unsuspected world of 
thought and experience. One remembers, for example, 
the amazement of the agnostic thinker Professor Fried- 
rich Wilhelm Foerster when he came upon Christian 
theological literature, — an amazement that ripened into 
conviction and finally into acceptance of Christ. When 
President Eliot was among his co-religionists he could 
say, as at Symphony Hall, Boston, in 1917: “We 
have come thither in mass to rejoice and give thanks 
for our deliverance from those conceptions of Deity 
implied in the words ‘propitiation,’ ‘expiation,’ and 
‘vicarious atonement.’” But in the privacy of family 
correspondence he wrote somewhat otherwise. Thus 
to his son he said: “Hold on to the old names, God, 
Heaven, Christian, and keep as much fellowship as 
possible with those who retain more of the old faiths 
than you do,” 

And again at the close of his life he wrote: “The 
teachings of Jesus Christ help me very much as I, 
too, wait for the leap in the dark” (Life, Vol. 2, 
p.315). Was this illusion? How could one who 
rejected the salvation which Christ brought otherwise 
obtain light and comfort and support for “the dark’? 
And did any Christian ever think of death save as 
a passage into the light? 


PF thos: the Recent “Life of President Eliot.’”’— 


From Professor William James’ Letters.—Men 
of the rejection of Christian teaching are indeed often 
revealed by their correspondence to have had misgiv- 
ings concerning their unbeliefs and even wistful ac- 
knowledgments of the reality of the Christian life. 
Professor James “believed in God” because of “the 
tradition of religious people to which something in me 
makes admiring response.” When asked if he had 
experienced God’s presence he replied, “Never.” But 
he believed that others had. “The whole line of testi- 
mony on this point is so strong that I am unable to 
pooh-pooh it away.” It is obvious why he missed 
the ex,€rience. He seems not to have sought it, at 
least not where it could be found. Of prayer he says: 
“I can’t possibly pray. I feel foolish and artificial.” 
The Bible had no authoritative word for him either 
of admonition or promise. “It is so human a book 
that I don’t see how belief in its divine authority can 
survive the reading of it.” Professor James was no 
sciolist but a profound and brilliant mind. Yet he 
treatel the Bible as a sciolist would, being perhaps 
unwilling to face its judging eyes. 

He described himself another time as “hopelessly 
unevangelical although religion is the greatest inter- 
est in my life.” Here, too, beyond this scintillating 
brilliant life as revealed in his letters was both wist- 
fulness and misgiving. I recall on one occasion at a 
reception in his home being sent up to his bedroom 
where coat and hat were to be left. On the wall was 
a large reversible series of daily Bible texts opened 
this day to a comforting passage in Isaiah. He had 
little hope of personal immortality “though more so 
as I grow older ... . because I am just getting. fit 
to live,” a frail reed, indeed, on which to lean when 
facing “the dark.” 

One can hardly find a more fascinating picture of 
the cosmopolitan intellectual life than that set out in 
the two volumes of Professor William James’ letters. 
Yet as one reads back into those past years one feels 
how transitory this brilliant, pagan life and society 
at that time at Harvard really was. Here are faded 
flowers no longer having aroma or life. But he that 
doeth the will of God abideth forever. 


These great Harvard figures were duly honored by 
the world for their great gifts, and afterward en- 
shrined in idealized and pleasing biographies. But 
their unbelief and that of their colleagues made of 
Harvard a charnel house of Christian careers and 
Christian faith, and in this Harvard has not been 
singular among American universities. There is a 
letter in the James collection to one whom he de- 
scribes as having the clearést mind he had ever known, 
the son of a distinguished: American theological presi- 
dent and himself ‘a candidate for the Christian min- 
istry. But a single post-graduate year under Royce 


at Harvard ruined his Christian faith, and the subse- 
quent decades of life have been spent in atheistic 
darkness. In the letter in question Professor James 
defends himself before this former pupil against the 
imputation of superstition because some shred of be- 
lief in God still survived in him. He writes: 

“The omniscient and omnipotent God of theology 
I regard as a disease of the philosophy-shop. But, 
having thrown away so much of the philosophy-shop, 
you may ask zae why I don’t throw away the whole. 
That would mean too strong a negative will-to-believe 
for me. ... I am perfectly willing that others should 
disbelieve, and why should you not be tolerantly in- 
terested in th- spectacle of my belief? What harm 
does the little residuum or germ of actuality that I 
leave in God do? ... Meanwhile I take delight or shall 
take delight in any efforts you may make to negate 
all superhuman consciousness, for only by these counter 
attempts can a finally satisfactory modus vivendi be 
reached.” 

These speaks the spiritual trifler, and all the per- 
fume and pyrotechnic of Professor James’ extraordi- 
nary culture will never make him anything else in 
Christian eyes. 

I have just read a letter from a devout Christian 
father connected with the business end of a great 
American university and at the same time serving as 
lay pastor to little churches. He speaks with fatherly 
affection of his sons’ noble qualities. Of the first he 
says: “At Harvard he did the four years’ course in 
three and graduated with highest honors. Then he 
went to Union Seminary for his theological training 
and graduated with highest honors and a traveling 
scholarship for two years’ study abroad. On his re- 
turn he was immediately called to the Church, 
close beside the university where there are thirty 
professors in attendance. His Modernism has been 
the result of association with , also of the 
wiles of the Adversary who is seeking if possible to 
deceive the very elect. 

“Now I am sure you will understand what lies be- 
hind my heart-breaking grief when I tell you that in 
addition another son, the intellectual equal of his 
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The Abandoned Synagogue 





Great is the tragedy of the Jew! Greater 
still is the tragedy of Judaism! What 
greater tragedy than that of a people who 
have losi their God? Talmudical Judaism 
has broken down, it seems, irrevocably. 
There is little left ; here and there a pathetic 
bit of folklore in connection with a wedding 
or a funeral; a little ostentatious charity; all 
of this scarcely relieved by the annual visit 
to the synagogue on the Day of Atonement. 
It is as though the spirit had fled from the 
husk. ‘The old words fail to move, the old 
ideals fail to thrill, and there is today no 
Sinai from whose thundering top the God 
of our Fathers may speak to his backsliding 
children.— Rabbi Joel Blau. 











brother, having practically duplicated his remarkable 
record in College and Seminary and considered, as 
his brother, one of the leading preachers of the coun- 
try, together with my one daughter, also a college 
graduate with high honors, have joined the first in 
the procession of Modernistic Liberals, marching under 
the leadership of Fosdick and Matthews,’ 

Such is the work of the present-day theological 
seminary. The father signs his letter, “Yours in the 
blessed hope and expectation of His soon coming.” 
What hope does the seminary leave to the children? 


Concerning the Proposed Chapel at Harvard.— 
One can honestly say that the Royces and Deweys and 
Jameses are assassins of the Christian life, and scores 
of theological professors are to be placed in the same 
category. They leave behind them multitudes of lives 
sterile, ineffective, hopeless, and ruined; families di- 
vided, churches crippled, institutions perverted from 
their Christian purposes. One can but set in con- 
trast the ministry of an unassuming man whom the 
Spirit of God used in the past generation. Mr. Moody 
came to Harvard in the eighties. He was housed at 





Professor F. G. Peabody’s, who in his Reminiscences 
makes some comment on this “unpolished exhorter 
with the manners of a successful drummer.” It was 
indeed the story of Paul’s Athenian visit laid in an- 
other milieu, and the results at Harvard were as 
slight as those of Paul’s preaching at Athens, — to 
Harvard’s eternal loss. For Mr. Moody through 
God’s Spirit recreated characters, bringing to them 
spiritual energy with which they later blessed the 
world. One thinks of the number of intellectual men 
alone whose lives he touched and transformed. Har- 
vard, as Professor Peabody telis us, had little interest 
in Mr. Moody. It now has little interest in Profes- 
sor Peabody its chaplain. The undergraduates are 
idaioet mg against the erection of a new chapel as a 
memorial to the dead of the World War. They want 
no chapel. They insist that “a useful” building replace 
Appleton Chapel. The Harvard Crimson ‘says: 
“Some of the leading defenders of the chapel as a 
memorial feel that the slight spiritual sentiment at 
Harvard may be uplifted and augmented by providing 
new and more beautiful surroundings. On principle 
this is a very superficial method of raising religious 
ideals, and in practice it would be a stupendous mock- 


“Only a few days ago the university adviser in re- 
ligion remarked that even Appleton is too large for 
ordinary services. The proposed new chapel . would 
stand even more flagrantly than Appleton now stands 
as a tribute to the poverty of religion at Harvard.” 


New Orientations in Judaism.—Dr. Von Harling, 
the director of the Jewish Mission in Leipzig, de- 
scribes the new attitude many German Jews are taking. 
They are insisting that Judaism is and is to be a 
universal religion; that it should be propagated, not 
indeed by mission forces but by a competent exposi- 
tion of Jewish ideas. They represent Christ as a 
characteristic product of Judaism in its highest pro- 
phetic quality and recognize in Christianity important 
elements of truth. They, however, insist that Paul 
by his teaching of redemption brought into Chris- 
tianity alien, not to say pagan, elements. These ideas 
are developed with great cleverness and with a thor- 
ough acquaintance with the New Testament text. They 
are put forward by men who were former freethinkers, 
such as Max Brod, Martin Buber, and Constantine Brun- 
ner in Germany; in France by Edmond Flag and by 
a convert to Judaism from Catholicism named Pal- 
liére. The review Der Morgen conducts propaganda 
for these ideas which are of course merely the old 
rationalism that has ravaged and is ravaging Christen- 
dom. The new thing is that Jewish intellectuals should 
— to consider and debate the claims of Christ 
at all. 4 

Interest in Jewish missions among German Chris- 
tians is increasing alongside of the rising tide of anti- 
semitism. The Instituium Judaicum in Leipzig, 
founded by that great evangelical friend of the Jews, 
Franz Delitzsch, is interesting many young theologians 
in the cause and drawing them into volunteer mission 
work. Joint conferences are being held in German 
cities in which Jewish leaders of the type mentioned 
expound their ideas concerning Israel, following which 
able evangelical theologians preach Christ. One meet- 
ing of this type in Stuttgart, in which Dr. Buber 
presented the Jewish theory, gave an opportunity to 
Professor Koerberle, one of the younger evangelical 


“theologians of Germany, to state what God’s grace 


accomplishes through Christ in the human heart and 
how it works in the Church. These statements were 
listened to by a large academic assembly and salvation 
through Christ was worthily presented and explained. 
Professor Buber’s publication Der Jude (“The Jew”) 
has in the past asked prominent representatives of 
Christianity to discuss in a special number the rela- 
tions of Christianity and Judaism, as many Jewish 
leaders have come to the conclusion that only by the 
way of religion can the Jewish question be finally 
solved. This is of course true, although these Jewish 
thinkers are still ‘blind to the fact that the only re- 
ligion which can effect anything is the redemptive one 
that Christ taught and which Paul through the Holy 
Spirit aniplified and systematized. 


Looking For the Appearing.—Dr. Wilhelm Laible 
of Leipzig, the leading religious editor of Germany, 
says that one of the signs of the coming of Christ 
is the widespread awakening among Christians on 
this point. A writer in The Moslem World points 
out how general is this expectancy among Mohamme- 
dans at the present time: “Of Christ’s return, of 
course, all Mohammedans are speaking or thinking.” 
It-is probable that New Testament teaching (com- 
ing perhaps through Nestorianism) is back of other 
intimations found in heathendom. The city of Jammu 
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in Kashmir, for example, is a center of Hindu idol- 
atry. In one of its temples is a white horse-made of 
plaster, saddled and ready for its rider.. The attend- 
ant priest explains that this horse is waiting for the 
“sinless incarnation” who when ‘he comes will have 
the sword of justice in his hand to destroy the wicked 
and thus drive out this “age of falsehood” and bring 
in the “age of truth.’ Dr. Howard Campbell has 
translated extracts’ from the Dutiya Mali, a Buddist 
book much read in northern Siam which deals with 
Ariya Mettaya, the Buddhist Messiah. His coming 
will be preceded by a period of great wickedness ac- 
companied by a gradual decrease of human life. Hu- 
man life will be held in light. esteem, men hunting 
and killing each other as they do wild beasts. But 
in the reign of righteousness, when Ariya Mettaya 
comes, the length of human life will increase to thou- 
sands of years and finally extend beyond all possibil- 
ity of computation. It will rain twice a month through- 
out the year. The fertility of the soil will be such 
that a single grain of rice, not planted by human hands, 
will yield more than 1,270 cartloads. There will be 
no quarreling. Even between the lower animals there 
will be treaties of peace, —between_crow and owl, 
cat and mouse, tiger and its prey. “During my reign 
no dumb person shall be found: there will be no blind- 
ness, no hunchbacks. Even the beggar will have plenty. 
The earth will be a vast plain, all valleys and moun- 
tains removed. No slavery will found. 

“I shall set men free to go to the Pearly City of 
Happiness. I shall open wide the gates of the Pearly 
City of boundless happiness where there is no rebirth 
nor old age nor death.” 

Obviously the writer of this is, consciously or not, 
re-echoing Isaiah: “The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb . . . the cow and the bear shall feed”: (11: 
6,-7). “The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped” (35:5). 
“Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low” (40:4). “The desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose” (35:1). . 


Luther wrote four great commentaries, one on the 
Psalms in 1513-15, one on Romans in 1515-16, one 
on Galatians in 1516-17, and one on Hebrews in 1517, 
the year in which the theses were posted on the Wit- 
tenberg church door. The Commentary on Hebrews 
disappeared before its publication and, strange to say, 
was not discovered until our day, and then, of all 
places, in the library of the Vatican. Now at last 
it has been published. “He who reads this com- 
mentary on the Hebrews,” says the Allgemeine Kirch- 


enseitung, “hears the spring rustle of the Luther soul. - 
Its only hymn is, ever and again, — Christ, forgive-. 


ness of siris, justification. Here is sola fides preached 
with a thoroughness which seems almost like a para- 
dox. The ears are the sole tool of a Christian. ... 
All that makes a Christian is summed up in hearing 
the Word of-God; in faith... . Faith is ... the con- 
necting link which binds the heart of a man to God. 
. . . Union with God comes not through mysticism, 
ethics, prayer, good works, pious exercises, immersion 
in the measureless depths of God,—but through 
BATE: o's: 

“Faith makes the heart clean. It gives us an in- 
credible assurance. Chwist alone is the holy ladder 
by which we ascend to the love and knowledge of 
God. From faith flow spontaneously works pleasing 
to God and love to neighbor. ... 

“On the highway of God one cannot stand still. 
An incessant forward-pressing is required of us.... 
In the middle of the Commentary one hears the ham- 
mer stroke of the Wittenberg theses-posting,” says 
the editor of the Kirchenzeitung, and then quotes 
Luther, “‘In the fight for God one must be of his own 
will a pilgrim and stranger ready at any time to sur- 
render himself to the dangers of life and to death. 
They should be ready to follow their Lord and Mas- 
ter Jesus Christ through cross, death, and hell.’” 

This Commentary on Hebrews, as Luther’s other 
commeniaries, is theologia crucis (“cross-theology” ). 
It is a fidelis inspectio serpentis suspensi in palo, (“a 
believing look on the serpent of the wilderness-pole”), 
“that is, Christ hanging on the cross for my, thy, and 
all the world’s sins.” 2 


A Contrast.—An Italian Christian, Daniele Bat- 
tisti, writing in I} Testimonio, sets forth the differ- 
ences between the Last Supper and the Mass in Cath- 
olic churches. The Supper was eaten in a house. In 
the primitive church this was ordinarily so (Acts 2: 
46; Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19). The priest, when 

- saying mass, requires a temple, imitating pagan usage. 
In the beginning of the fourth century Pope Sylvester 
introduced the consecration of churches and altars. 

Jesus sat at the Supper. The priest stands at mass. 
Jesus sat at a table. The priest stands before an 
altar. Jesus took the meal with others: the priest 
alone. The Last Supper was in the evening: mass 
in the morning. Jesus wore his usual clothing. The 
priest is sumptuously arrayed. Jesus ate the bread 
and wine after the meal. The priest eats fasting. 
Jesus used the ordinary bread: the priest the host. 

In the Church of Byzantium the host was a round 
cake: in the Syriac Church also. Roman, Coptic, 
Abyssinian, Nestorian, Marovite churches used similar 
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oblations. According to passages in Livy, Suetonius, 
and Cicero, the pagans often sacrificed (in addition to 
annual sacrifices) little circular cakes to obtain for- 
giveness of sins. This was made of fresh flour and 
was called ostia, or the host. Cicero in chapter 3 of 
De Natura Deorum says the priests believed that in 
eating the ostia, they were feeding on the flesh and 
bl of their gods. “Whoever found a race of men 
so little intelligent,” he continues, “as those who 
think that which’ they eat can be their gods?” 

Jesus took wine at the Supper; the priest, wine 
mixed with water. Jesus spoke out foud; the priest 
softly so that certain passages in the mass are called 
the secrete. - Jesus spoke; the priest reads. Jesus’ 
words were in the vernacular; the priest’s in a little- 
understood tongue. Jesus did not move about; the 
priest at mass is so mobile that scarce a member is 
still. Jesus never signed the cross; the priest crosses 
himself a thousand times. as if assaulted by a legion 
of devils. 

Jesus offered the bread and the wine to the apostles. 
The priest, feigning to offer it to God, consumes it 
himself. Jesus faced his disciples at the Supper. At 
mass the priest turns his back on the congregation. 


The Tuka Trial.—This has been a case of great 
importance in the political life of Central Europe, 
revealing as it has a dangerous plot to detach Slovakia 
from Czechoslovakia and to restore it to Hungary. 
Little, if anything, has been said about it in the 
American press for reasons which the following ex- 
planations may make plain. 

Dr. Bela Tuka was the leading conspirator in this 
plot against the peace and unity of the Czech State. 
This is not the place to go into the political phases 
of the case. The religious implications are what 
especially interest us. 

The Czech half of Czechoslovakia has been the 
scene of a remarkable Reformation movement in the 





French Missions Honored 





The Académie Frangaise has recently 
awarded to the Society of Evangelical Mis- 
sions the Prix de Vertu and a gift of ten 
thousand francs. M. Barthou, in making 
the award, dwelt on the devotion of the 
missionaries, the martyrdoms, the 1,300 
schools with their 75,000 children and in 
general upon this manifestation of the gesta 
Dei per Francos. 


Equally interesting is the publication of 
a little book on “The Creative Work of 
French Protestant Missions in;South Africa.” 
This is by the French Consul-general in 
London, M. Goirand, who was formerly 
French Consul at Johannesburg, South 
Africa, where he came in contact with the 
French missionaries among the Basutos. 
Catholic by birth, M. Goirand was entirely 
unaware of Protestant mission work until he 
came upon these missions in South Africa. 
He was so amazed at what he saw that he 
applied and obtained authorization from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to pay this 
public tribute to a work little known to the 
French people in general. 

A third tribute to this mission was that 
recently made by a young Fellow of the 
University of France traveling on a scholar- 
ship in Asia and Africa. He, too, wasa Roman 
Catholic. His tribute took the form of a 
lecture on Protestant missions among the 
Basutos delivered before the Association of 
French Geographers. 











past dozen years. The papacy has felt itself affronted 
and its interests endangered. At various times it 
has been in conflict with the Czech government. Fur- 
thermore it fears lest the Neo-Hussite movement may 
make large entrance into the strongly Catholic Slo- 
vakia. Hungary is at present under a reactionary 
government. If Slovakia were reunited to Hungary 
the presumptuous government at Prague with its Prot- 
estant president would to that extent be punished and 
weakened and the Czech nation reduced to a state 
of more nearly negligible proportions. 

Dr. Tuka has been the protagonist of this anti- 
Czech intrigue. According to the trial reports col- 
lected by J. Smida he has been financed by, or through, 
Father Bangha, a well-known Jesuit in Hungary and 
leader in the Hungarian legitimist and revisionist 
group. Tuka has worked with the so-called Chris- 
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tian-Socialist party of Slovakia, a clerical party. He 
was a pupil of Hungarian Catholics when a student, 
a member of the ‘Congregation of St. Mary, a Jesuit- 
controlled order. Later in life he has been in close 
touch with the Capuchins of Bratislava (the Austrian 
Capuchins had the reputation of being the most faith- 
ful servants of the Hapsburg dynasty). He was also 
the founder of a religious society bearing the name 
of “The Blood of Christ,” and drafted the statutes 
of an Association of Knights of the Blessed Virgin. 
He is a typical devotee, often being seer carrying a 
lighted candle in Catholic processions. 

And at the same time he has, until his arrest and 
trial for treason, been preparing for an uprising in 
Slovakia to be followed by the entrance of Hungarian 
troops “to restore order.” This would have loosed 
the dogs of war in Central Europe and perhaps in 
Europe at large as the revolver shot of Sarajevo did 
in the early August days of 1914. 

Dr. Tuka was in touch with Rome and with War- 
saw. The Jesuits seem again to have been fishing in 
troubled waters. 


A so-called Christian factory is running in Harbin, 
the Manchurian city, which is quite in contrast with 
the usual unventilated, unlighted, and overcrowded 
Chinese workshop. It is a new building of three 
stories with plentiful air and abundance of light. The 
workers make the finest coats and dresses: also thou- 
sands of pairs of expensive ladies’ shoes. On the top 
of the factory is a well-equipped recreation room and 
large auditorium: outside is a fine athletic ground. 
The factory is provided with a complete Y. M. C. A. 
organization and secretary together with a small hos- 
pital presided over by a western-trained physician. 


Brief Notes.—A new devotion that has arisen in 
the Church of Rome, namely that to the abrasion or 
sore on the shoulder of Christ where the weight of 
the cross fell, has been suppressed by the ecclesiastical 
authorities. It is hard to see why the widespread wor- 
ship of the Sacred Heart is not of the same order. 
. . . Illiteracy in the Chinese church is being weeded 
out, especially in North China. James Yen is lead- 
ing in these “One Thousand Characters” campaigns. 
As many as 20,000 people have been enrolled as pupils 
at one time and of these 5,000 have finished their 
course with so high a degree of proficiency as to re- 
ceive a certificate. About 1,300 people were added 
to the church in five years as a result of this work. 
... It is now alleged that Prince Bismarck’s father 
was married to a Jewess, the Countess Hoyo, née 
Alice Whitehead, granddaughter of Sir James White- 
head, at one time leader of the London Jewish com- 
munity. . . . Michael Gold, the Jewish author of 
“Jews Without Money,” says that he has been turned 
out of various Jewish restaurants because he was 
with Claude McKay, the colored poet. He tells us 
that Jews have taken up the worst prejudices of the 
South. “Many who got the same sort of treatment in 
Russia now hand it back to the Negro. Young rabbis 
going to Southern synagogues with the spirit of race 
friendship find themselves up against this spirit of 
racial discrimination in their congregations.” . ‘ 
Saxony is the “reddest” kingdom of Germany, and 
it is therefore both surprising and gratifying to learn 
that Luther’s “Little Catechism” is being restored to 
its public schools. Its use is to be compulsory. Every 
school child is to commit to memory 71 Bible texts, 
25 songs, 25 chorales, and 5 spiritual folk songs. This 
is the minimum, and nothing stands in the way of 
memorizing the catechism itself. The government has 
issued a new edition of the catechism for this purpose. 
. .. A Moslem convert to Christianity in Persia re- 
cently telegraphed to friends, “I was baptized yes- 
terday,” signing his full name. Some years ago such 
a telegram would not have been received by the of- 
fice and the convert would have been killed. In Per- 
sia the Jews are showing themselves especially recep- 
tive to Christian teaching, and these converted Jews 
exercise a tremendous influence upon Mohammedans. 
‘ The Emperor of Abyssinia has established his 
own printing plant and a Bible House in his capital 
city Addis Ababa. . . . Dr. Macchioro, curator of 
the Naples Royal Museum, has delivered the Scher- 
merhorn Lectures at Columbia University, taking as 
his subject “From Orpheus to Paul.” He thinks Or- 
pheus was a real person: also that redemptive Chris- 
tianity had its roots in Orphism. The best antidote 
to these speculations is Professor Machen’s “The Ori- 
gin of Paul’s Religion.” . . . Reports from Nigeria 
tell of constantly new “prophets” who stir the people to 
abandon their idols and to confess their sins. They are 
given to dreaming dreams and seeing visions. They pray 
long and earnestly with the people and refuse all gifts 
or money. The missionaries are somewhat perplexed 
as to the attitude they should take toward them... . 
Mr. Gartenhaus, Jewish missionary of the Southern 
Baptists, tells of the earnest seeking which is today 
characterizing many Jews. He mentions one mer- 
chant, owner of 120 prosperous stores, who admitted ° 
to him that with all his wealth his soyl was empty 
and the repetition of synagogal prayers failed to fill 
it. The late Mr. Rohold of Haifa (Palestine) told 
similar stories. In the Jewish schools of that city 
they are now teaching the children the life of Jesus. 
New Hampton, N. H. 
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Why atheism does not satisfy 











Talks with Three Unbelievers 








By an ex-Atheist 














The ex-Atheist, now rejoicing in the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, continues his human life exposures of what 


atheism does to atheists. 


hree unbelievers talk freely with him: a former mayor of a great city; a woman 
organizer for Socialism, one of the Old Guard; and a prosperous real estale man. 


Soctal ideals, economic 


will-o’-the-wisps, how easy it would be to improve on God’s world ‘‘If I were God,’’ and a defense of sin and 


suicide, are found in these interesting philosophies of three atheists. 


The article is the ninth in the series, which 


wiil continue in frequent issues of the Times. 


Y MEETING with Mr. J. Stitt Wilson was 
M» appointment at his residence in Berkeley, 

California, the city he served as its mayor — 
the only Socialist mayor to my knowledge west of 
Milwaukee. 

The years since I had seen him, as naturally was 
the case with all my old friends of the Socialist days, 
had left their mark upon him. The face was show- 
ing lines of age and the hair was thin and graying — 
the hair that had once been so abundant with its 
challenging forelock that I had seen toss defiance 
before so many applauding audiences. But the deep, 
resonant voice and the impressive, magnetic person- 
ality he still had, 

“Yes, it’s quite a view,” he admitted, answering my 
exclamation as he had me sit down before the wide 
front windows of his house at the “Head of Ridge 
Road.” Straight out across San Francisco Bay, miles 
away, was the Golden Gate. There was the shipping 
in the bay, the islands here and there, the wooded 
hills of Marin county to the right, the city of St. 
Francis to the left. In the farther foreground the 
streets of West Berkeley swept down to the water- 
front, while just below and a little to the left were 
the ivy-clad buildings of the University of California 
with its campus, its Greek Theaier, and its tall white 


’ Campanile. 


Fertile Soil for a Root of Bitterness 


But I had not come to admire the views from his 
windows. I had come to tell Mr. Wilson of my con- 
version from atheism to Christianity, and to ask him, 
as tactfully as I could, if unbelief in a personal God 
and an inspired, infallible Bible is a safe investment; 
and, particularly in Wilson’s case, if preaching half- 
truths, a Modernistic, half-way Christianity, is after 
all much better than Bolshevistic atheism. 

He listened to the story of my change of heart 
and mind without enthusiasm or comment. But when 
I had stated frankly my purpose to write something 
for THe SunpAy ScHoot Times, and wished his 
views, he was perfectly willing to talk. 

Mr. Wilson said he remembered THe Sunpay 
ScHoot TimMEs of years ago when, a young man with 
his M.A. recently from Northwestern University, he 
was pastoring a small Methodist church on the West 
Side ot Chicago. His recollection was that the Times 
of those days was not “extreme” in doctrine, and 
especially that it was silent on the Second Coming 
of Christ. 

He told me of his work during the past twelve 
or fifteen years since he dropped out of the Socialist 
movement. He had been lecturing, of course, partly 
in this country under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. 
Covntil of Education, and partly in England under 
the auspices of the British Labor Party. Four times 
he has been to England in the past six years. 

Mr. Wilson’s work for the Y. M. C. A. has been 
among the colleges and universities. Not a state of 
the United States and hardly a seat of learning has 
he missed; he has spent sometimes a week in an 
institution. 

I asked him to tell me about what he had been 
proacaeng : his message, its reception, results, and the 

ike, 

He had been preaching his “social ideals,” he told 
me. Of course he had “preached Jesus”; but not 
Jesus supernaturally born, crucified, and risen from 
the dead. The Jesus he had been preaching was the 
same Jesus he had preached in the Socialist movement, 
as I well knew. 

“I am not a Fundamentalist,” he told me plainly. 
“I never was. The idea that God created man out 
of dust and took a rib from Adam’s side to make a 
woman I do not hold and never did. I did not be- 
lieve or hold these out-worn doctrines when I held a 
pastorate in the Methodist church. 

“To preach these impossible things to the young 
people of today in the colleges would be foolhardy, 
—they simply will not accept them. I give them 
something they can accept. I have won thousands 
and thousands of converts. I use the card system. 
[he convert signs a card, promising to the best of 
his or her ability to live up to the social ideals and 
program of Jesus, and to teach others to do likewise. 
I follow up these converts —or have tried to. There 
were sO many that my postage and clerical help ran 
to $100 a month, and I had to turn it over to others.” 


Wilson told me one thing that at first I could not 
understand.’ When I mentioned the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism, its charter- 
ing under the law and its nation-wide activities, he 
said he had never “contacted” it in the colleges and 
universities. “And,” said he, “naturally, from the 
work I have been doing, I should have done so.” 
When I spoke specifically of particular institutions, 
like the University of Kansas, where the atheistic 
societies exist, he said he had never heard of 
them. 

The explanation of this probably is that atheists, 
being the Fundamentalists of unbelief, have no more 
respect for half-and-half positions like Modernism 
than Christian Fundamentalists have. And so they 
kept away from Mr. Wilson when he. visited their 
colleges with his social-ideals-of-Jesus lectures. 

I read in J. Stitt Wilson something he did not in- 
tend to tell me. I read soul starvation. I read, what 
he could not conceal, the bitterness of soul of a man 
who has missed—and has begun to realize it — the 
mark he strove for. Much of his talk to me was 
“hard luck” stuff or complaint; complaint against this 
and against that; against the Socialist party of Amer- 
ica, who did not appreciate and would not follow his 
plans; against the churches, who fought him on the 
other side; against individuals —a long list of griev- 
ances. 

Paul, you remember, was not universally and hilari- 
ously supported, either. Paul had his troubles also, 
as he tells us in many places, like 2 Corinthians 11. 

But “these things” did not move him. And at the 
end he shouted victoriously, “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4: 


7, 8). 

Defeat without, but steady victory within. But Paul 
was a Fundamentalist. Wilson is a Modernist. That 
spells the difference. The victory came through Jesus 
Christ. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord” (Zech. 4:6). 


Praising the Ideals of a Suicide 


Mrs. L. met me in her little back room office in a 
big building on Market Street, San Francisco, with 
out-reached hand. Twenty years since I had seen 
her. Yet she greeted me at once by name. 

She has traveled and lectured and organized for 
Socialism from East to West and from Alaska to San 
Diego. Mrs. L. is one of Socialism’s Old Guard. 

The Socialist party in San Francisco is not opulent 
of cash—which almost goes without saying. The 
little back room office is at once~ Socialist headquar- 
ters and publication office of The Labor World, party 
organ. Paper files, office records, piles of “literature,” 
and the like, just about fill the room, It is plain the 
inroads of Russian Communism on political Social- 
ism are serious. But the latter, long inured to the dis- 
cipline of waiting, dies hard. 

Mrs. L. and I sat down to talk. I told her what 
I had come for —to tell her about my conversion by 
faith in Jesus Christ —the Bible a new book to me— 
THE Sunpay ScHoot Times — what did she think of 
these things—does it pay, all arguments aside, to 
leave God out — does it bring happiness? And watch- 
ing closely I saw, first surprise, then disapproval, then 
“What-shall-I-say-to-him?” creep over her face. 

“Well,” she began, carefully feeling for words, 
“Well, I can’t see that to be orthodox in religion is 
at all necessary to’ happiness. I know many people, 
cultured people, people of the highest ideals who— 
who are not Christians as—that is—in the sense 
you mean.” 

“Jesus said once, I reminded her, ‘I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes’” (Matt. 11:25). 
“There is a higher wisdom than our minds, which 
often get in our way. Don’t you think our hearts 
know more than our heads sometimes?” 

“Yes, but,” she objected, “there are other things 
besides the spiritual. If we work on the economic 
side, to help along human well-being and happiness in 
material things, we are doing pretty well, aren’t we?” 

“It’s a matter of priority,” I tried to tell her. 
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“Which are we to put first, the soul or the body? 
In the Bible (Matt. 6: 33), we are told to ‘seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you.’ 

“Now there was Comrade Speedman,” she went on, 
still sticking to her “nice people” idea, “a splendid 
man. of the highest ideals. You knew Comrade Speed- 
man, didn’t you?” 

No, I couldn’t remember Speedman. 

“He shot himself recently —it was on Labor Day 
—some trouble in the family,” she thought. He was 
cultured and high minded, Comrade Speedman was. 

“Christians — real Bible Christians,” I said soberly, 
“don’t kill themselves. They pray when in trouble.” 

She saw the mistake she: had made in bringing in 
the Speedman suicide, but she still insisted that cul- 
ture and a proper economic environment would solve 
all ills. 

“Oh, yes,” she was free to say, in answer to my 
question, “I was raised in a very strict, orthodox 
Christian home, United Presbyterian.” 

I asked her about A. L., her divorced husband; had 
he once been a preacher? 

“Yes,” she said, “he had some pulpit experience in 
his younger days.” I urged upon her the importance 
of listening to the voices of her childhood teaching 
— thanking her for the time given me, took my 

eave. 


“If I Were God” 


G. D. B. is a realty man with an office in another big 
building on Market Street. But the realty man’s office, 
unlike the humble back-room Socialist headquarters, 
looks bravely out of front windows and down eleven 
stories between canyon walls of brick and cement upon 
the human river that flows ceaselessly up and down San 
Francisco’s historic street. 

I had never met G. D. B., but a mutual friend had 
told me to see him, and so here I was with my card 
and my confession of Christian faith and my ques- 
tions. “How about it, Mr. B., do materialistic beliefs 
pay decent interest on loans—the loans of mind and 
heart, and life? Do the dividends justify the invest- 
ment?” 

Again I watched the procession of friendly welcome, 
curiosity, antagonism, mental preparation for battle, 
and the like, follow each. other across the face. 

When B. had glanced at my ecard, reached out and 
shook my hand, listened to my questions and sized 
me up, he leaned his tall form back in his office chair, 
put his hands behind his head and his feet on the win- 
dow sill, and began to repeat from memory a long 
poem by one F. B. Kennon, Texas poet, called, “If 
I Were God.” The idea of the poem was that if he, 
Kennon, had made this old. world of ours he would 
have made it without poverty, crime, hospitals, or 
the like,—or, he might have added, realty dealers. 
Kennon would not only have made it perfect but he 
would have kept it that way; in other words, a place 
very much resembling the Heaven the skeptics ridi- 
pg as a place where the inhabitants have nothing 
to do. 

“There is no such thing as sin,” B. insisted. “My 
mother used to make butter to sell and she put the 
nicest looking pounds on top, not because she wanted 
to cheat but in order to get by. My father kept his 
hogs up and fed them well a few days before driving 
them to market, and on the way drove them through 
a creek and let them drink their fill so they would 
weigh more, not because he was a born swindler but 
because he had to, to get by. Ask a tramp the direc- 
tion of a road and he will tell you the truth if. he 
knows. Ask a man the time of day and he will do 
his best to tell you. People are naturally truthful and 
honest where no self interest is involved. It’s the 
economic system that drives men to deception and 
crime.” 

Following-this oration, B. lighted a cigarette and 
“proceeded to fill the room with smoke. He paid me 
the delicate compliment of not offering me one. 

“A city council where I lived once,” he began again, 
blowing smoke from all the apertures in his head 
except his ears, “compelled all-clairvoyants, spiritual- 
ist mediums, hand readers, and: spooks of all kinds to 
come before them and ‘do their stuff’; show them 
what they could do before granting thein licenses, 
I think the same thing should be done with preachers; 
they should be either required to produce’ proof‘ that 
there is a God or ‘go out of business.” 

“God is a spirit,” I quoted to him; “and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit’ and in truth.” 
“It is written . . . Thou shalt not’ tempt the Lord 
thy God.” 

“*The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God . . . neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned.’ You are a natu- 
ral, not a spiritual man, B., and, ‘as such, spiritual 
truth is hidden from you.” 

I mentioned Speedman’s suicide, and he defended 
suicide as a perfectly proper thing to do under cer- 
tain circumstances. “It takes” (he used a coarse word 
here, but he meant courage) “to commit suicide. It 
is not an act of cowardice. - I believe all old men, when 
they reach the age of eighty years, ought to kill them- 
selves.’ 

(To be continued) 
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LESSON 8. MAY 24. JESUS PREPARING FOR THE END 




















International Uniform Lessén.— Luke 21: 1 to 22: 23 


Golden Text.— This do in remembrance of me.— Luke 22: 19 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is 22 : 7-23 
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22:7 Then came the day of unleavened 
bread, when the passover must be killed, 

8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, 
Go and prepare us the passover, that we 
may eat. . 

9 And they said unto him, Where wilt 
thou that we prepare? 

10 And he said unto them, Behold, when 
ye are entered into the city, there shall a 
man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; 
follow him into the house where he enter- 
eth in. 

11 And ye shall say unto the goodman 
of the house, The Master saith unto thee, 
Where is the guestchamber, where I shall 
eat the passover with my disciples? 

12 And he shall shew you a large upper 
room furnished: there make ready. 

13 And they went, and found as he had 
said unto them: and they made ready the 
passover. 

14 And when the hour was come, he 
sat down, and the twelve apostles with 
him. 

15 And he said unto them, With de- 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

7 And the day of unleavened bread 
came, on which the passover must be sac- 
rificed. 8 And he sent Peter and John, 
saying, Go and make ready for us the 
passover, that we may eat. go And they 
said unto him, Where wilt thou that we 
make ready? 10. And he said unto them, 
Behold, when ye are entered into the city, 
there shall meet you a man bearing a 
pitcher of water; follow him into the house 
whereinto he goeth. 11 And ye shall say 
unto the master of the house, The Teacher 
saith unto thee, Where is the guestcham- 
ber, where I shall eat the passover with 
my disciples? 12 And he will show you 
a large upper room furnished: there make 
ready. 13 And they went, and found as 
he had said unto them: and they made 
ready the passover. 

14 And when the hour was come, he 
sat down, and the apostles with him. 15 
And he said unto them, With desire I have 
desired to eat this passover with you be- 
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sire I have desired to eat this passover 
with you before I suffer: 


16 For I say unto you, I will not any 
more eat thereof until it be fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God. 

17 And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it 
among yourselves: 

18 For I say unto you, I will not drink 
of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom 
of God shall come. 

19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is my body which is given for you: 
this do in remembrance of me. 

20 Likewise also the cup after supper, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood, which is shed for you. 

21 But, behold, the hand of him that 
betrayeth me is with me on the table. 

22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as 
it was determined: but woe unto that man 
by whom he is betrayed ! 

23 And they began to enquire among 
themselves, which of them it was that 
should do this thing. 
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fore I suffer: 16 for I say unto you, I 
shall not eat it, until it be fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God. 17 And he received a 
cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
said, Take this, and divide it among your- 
selves: 18 for I say unto you, I shall not 
drink from he1.~eforth of the fruit of the 
vine, until the agdom of God shall come. 
19 And he toc --ead, and when he had 
given thanks, ue brake it, and gave to 
them, saying, This is my body ? which is 
given for you: this do in remembrance of 
me. 20 And the cup in like manner after 
supper, saying, This cup is the new cove- 
nant in my blood, even that which is 
poured out for you. 21 But behold, the 
hand of him that *betrayeth me is with 
me on the table. 22 For the Son of man 
indeed goeth, as it hath been determined: 
but woe unto that man through whom: he 
is * betrayed! 23 And they began to ques- 
tion among themselves, which of them it 
was that should do this thing. 


1Or, a loaf. *Some ancient au- 
thorities omit which is given for you 
... which is poured out for you. * Or, 
betray. 








































The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 

The Practical Aim 

ITH little children it will be best to draw 
W some simple lesson of love and devotion 
to the Saviour who has done and suffered so 

much for ug. With older scholars it will be neces- 
’ sary, as these notes suggest, to give some definite 
teaching concerning the meaning of the Lord’s Supper. 
The Historical Setting 

It has been suggested that there is an inconsistency 
between the account of the Last Supper in the three 
synoptic Gospels and that of John. It is said that 
the synoptists represent the Supper as the true Pass- 
over Supper but that John represents it as occurring 

on the day before the Passover. John 18: 28 states em- 
’ phatically that the Jews would not enter into the 
Pretorium lest they should be defiled but that they 
might eat the Passover. At first sight, therefore, it 
appears as if John meant to imply that the Supper 
which had been eaten by the Lord and his disciples 
on the previous night was not the Passover. Eder- 
sheim has, however, showed that the term Passover 
was applied not only to the Paschal Lamb but to all 
the Passover sacrifices, and especially to that which 
was called the chagigah or festive offering. Accord- 
ing to the express rule that offering was brought on 
the first festive paschal day. It was offered imme- 
diately after the morning sacrifice and eaten on that 
day probably sometime before the evening. 

We may conclude, therefore, that the Last Supper 
was truly the Passover meal and that it was eaten 
on the Thursday night before the Good Friday. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 22:7.—The day of unleavened bread. The 
first day of the feast (Exod. 12:6). 


Verse 8—Go and prepare us the passover. The 
lamb for the sacrifice and the wine for the drinking 
had probably been purchased by Judas on the previous 
afternoon. The cost of the lamb would be from sixty 
cents to a dollar and a half in American money, or 
from about two shillings sixpence to seven shillings 
sixpence in English. At about half past one that 
afternoon the two disciples must have ascended the 
Temple mount following in the dense motley crowd 
of joyous chattering pilgrims. Before the incense was 
burned for the evening sacrifice or the lamps in the 
golden candlestick were trimmed for the night the 
paschal lambs were slain. The worshipers were admit- 
ted within the court of the priests in three divisions. 

As soon as the first company had entered the court 
all the gates were closed. Each Israelite slew the 
lamb for himself. A threefold blast from the priests’ 
trumpets announced that the lambs were -being slain. 
It is likely that Peter and John would be in the first 
of the three companies into which the offerers were 
divided, for they must have been anxious to be gone 
and to meet with their Master and the others in that 
upper room. When the two disciples had slain the 
lamb a priest would catch up its blood in a golden 
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bowl. This was then passed up along a row of priests 
until the last one nearest to the great altar received 
it and jerked the blood in a single jet at the base of 
the altar. While this was going on the Halle was 
sung. The Halle consists of Psalms 113 to 118. 

Little more remained to be done. The sacrifice 
was laid on staves which rested on the shoulders of 
Peter and John. There it was flayed, cleansed, and 
the parts which were to be burned on the altar re- 
moved and prepared for the burning. The second 
company of offerers could not have proceeded far in 
the service before the two disciples bearing their 
lamb were wending their way back to Mark’s home, 
there to make the final: preparations for the Supper. 
The lamb would be roasted on a pomegranate spit; 
unleavened cakes, the bitter herbs, the dish with vine- 
gar, and that with the sop would also be made ready 
and placed on a little table which could be carried 
in when necessary. And last of all, the festive lamps 
would be prepared. 


Verse 9.—Where wilt thou? Note the relationship 
between Christ and his disciples is emphatically that 
of Master and servants. He himself knew what he 
would do on this occasion as on others. It was enough 
for them that he should give them his instructions 
in sufficient detail for them to be properly carried out. 
It is the same for the Christian still. 

Verse 10—There shall a man meet you. Evidently 
the house where that Last Supper was to be eaten 
was not to be named in the hearing of Judas. The 
Lord so arranges that he will have absolute quiet 
for those last hours alone with his disciples. 





Forgetting, Remembering 
By Amos R. Wells 


How could we forget thee, thou Saviour cruci- 
fied, the glorious life that thou hast lived, the 
death that thou hast died! How could we forget 
thy words and how forget thy love, and how forget 
thy mighty deeds with power from above? Yet 
how thy world forgets thee, and how it turns aside 
in selfishness and cruelty, in ignorance and pride! 
Yes, how do men forget thee, and empty from their 
mind thy infinite of sacrifice, immeasurably kind! 
With thee is no forgetting, thy xeart remembers 
yet the long, long record of our sins that call thee 
to forget; the long succession of our woes, 
our griefs and agonies, our failures and our 
wretchedness, thy soul remembers these. The feast 
of thy remembrance, we keep it, Lord, today. Thy 
festival of memory shall never pass away. We eat 
the consecrated bread, we drink the holy wine, nor 
ever shall our love forget thy sacrifice divine. For 
memory is life again, and memory is truth, and 
memory to age shall bring the vital joy of youth; 
and memory restores again the verdure of the past, 


and ever through the endless life this Memory Day 
shall last. 
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Verse 11.—The goodman of the house. It seems 
almost certain that this unnamed man was a disciple. 
It is probable that he was the father of Mark the 
evangelist. It is likely, too, that he was holding him- 
self in readiness for this demand though he would 
not be certain that it would be made at this time. 


Verse 13.— They ... found as he had said unto 
them. The incident of the man bearing the pitcher of 
water was something that could have been known 
only to omniscience. And this fresh proof of. their 
Master’s deity was furnished to Peter and John just 
when they were bidden to prepare for what they must 
dimly have realized meant his death. 

Verse 17.—He took the cup. The paschal supper al- 
ways began by the head of the company taking the 
first cup and speaking the thanksgiving for it. 
“Blessed art thou Jehovah our God who hast created 
the fruit of the vine.” 

Verse 18—I will not drink. No more would he 
speak the benediction over the fruit of the vine. The 
next time will be in the kingdom of God 

Verse 19.—He took bread. The head of the com- 
pany would dip some of the bitter herbs into the salt 
water or vinegar, pronounce a blessing, eat of them, 
and then hand them to each in the company. Next 
he would take one of the unleavened cakes and break 
it. The dish in which lay the broken cake would be . 
elevated and these words spoken: “This is the bread 
of misery which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt.” 

This ts my body. Note the significant variation 
from the ordinary formula which I have just quoted. 
Note also that the word “is” bears the same meaning 
as our Lord used it as it did when used in the ordi- 
nary formula. In neither case can it mean the same 
as “becomes.” 

Verse 20.—Likewise also the cup. After supper. 
The second cup would now be filled. The youngest 
person in the company is then instructed to make 
formal inquiry as to the meaning of all the observances 
of that night (cf. Exod. 12: 26 

Verse 22—Woe unto that man. This warning and 
the giving of the sop to Judas (John 13:26) was the 
last outgoing of the pitying love of Christ after the 
traitor. This was the final warning and final attempt 
at rescue on the part of the Saviour. It was with 
the full knowledge of all this, and that even his 
treachery was known to Christ, that Judas went on 
his way. j 

Verse 23.—They began to enquire among themselves. 
This shows us how those men must have felt. Every- 
thing must have seemed to them to be giving way. All 
was indeed dark. The darkness of Egypt itself had 
settled on their souls when each man could ask whether 
he was to be the traitor. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The Lord. 
2. The servants, 
3. The traitor, 
Golden Topice 


1. The use of the Lord’s Supper. 


The whole ob- 
servance of the Supper is intended 


to be a method 
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of reminding the Christian of the dying love of his - 


Lord. We are not to degrade the rite into something 
which is merely a kind of magic. It works in an 
entirely rational way on our minds, It evokes mem- 
ories according to the law of association. There is 
(1) the use of the selfsame formulas which our Lord 
used. (2) There is the use of similiar materials, the 
bread and the wine. And (3) when the Supper is 
observed at night there is the powerful association of 
the time of day when these things were done. 


2. The symbolism of the Supper is easy to be under- 
stood. The Christian feeds upon Christ and grows 
and is strengthened thereby. But feeding on Christ 
is a spiritual and not a physical process. To feed 
on Christ is to think about him, to think out what 
he is and is willing to be to his servant. Such thought 
is helped by the recollections connected with the Sup- 
per. To be well informed it must be based upon God’s 
Word. Let our time of celebration of this service 
therefore be for each one of us a time of quiet thought 
and recollection and thanksgiving. To this end it 
will be helpful to spend any waiting time that there 
may be in the service in reading God’s Word. Such 
passages as Psalm 22, Isaiah 53, the accounts of the 
Saviour’s Passion in the Gospels, Romans 8, or the 
like, will afford helpful and suggestive topics for medi- 
tation. 


3. Above all remember that the Supper in itself 
is not enough. If we are not to be spiritual weak- 
lings we need to feed upon Christ, not only on Sun- 
day but every day, and not only at particular hours 
of service but every hour. The formal celebration 
of the Supper in church is not intended to be a sub- 
stitute for such continuous daily communion with 
Christ, but as a stimulus and help to it. 


TuNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 

Hatton, rs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 

Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 

ing some of the questions to different members of your 

class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 

F IT should be commented, in minimizing the miracu- 

lous phase of the incident of the man bearing the pitcher, 

that our Lord had had a previous understanding with 
the man and his master who owned the house with the 
“large upper room” in it, what other instance could be 
named where he sent a disciple out on an even more 
miraculous mission? 

2. What is the big lesson taught in the example of 
Peter and John in this incident? 

3. Give reasons for thinking that the owner of the 
house in which the Last Supper took place was Mark’s 
father’s. 

4. Who was present, unbidden, at, this Last Supper? 

5. How was such a room “furnished” for such a Pass- 
over supper, —as this in which this one was celebrated? 

6. Where would you place the last discourse as re- 
corded fi John 14-17, in Luke’s account of this supper ? 
_ 7. At what point in Luke’s narrative can you find the 
iine between the old Passover feast and this new supper 
of the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world? 

8. What counterpart of the Lord’s Supper is to be 
found in the Levitical offerings? 

9. What phrase rather unusual to Luke’s Gospel is 
found several times on our Lord's lips in this chapter? 

1)." What is the implied lesson in the room being an 
“upper room” ? 

11. What is the inevitable result: of limited room in 
the day’s program for spiritual nourishment through Bible 
reading and prayer, when it is quite possible to make 
larger space for it? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Da Vinci’s Great Picture.—They went, and found 
as he had said unto them: and they made ready the 
passover (v. 13). All of life happened upon the occa- 
sion of this lesson today. “The Upper Room” has 
been the subject both of books and sermons to such 
a great extent there is not much for a countryside 
lesson writer, out among the sticks and tall grass, to 
say that has not been often and better said by Doctor 
or Professor —other than what I have just said, to 
wit: “All of Life,” the promise of it, the fellowship 
of it, the betrayal of it, happened on this occasion. 
I have a very beautiful print hung upon my library 
wall (a gift from a fellow who wrote, “When I was 
in jail you were the only man who wrote me a word 
of cheer and comfort”), showing this supper party in 
full swing. A wonderful genius, Leonardo Da Vinci, 
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Lesson Calendar 
The complete list of International Uniform Lessons forthe - 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company. __ 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 5.—Jesus Teaches Humility 


Luke 13:1 to 14:35; 18: 15-17 

Or, 
Easter Lesson: The Resurrection ...... 1 Cor. 15 21-8, so-58 
April 12—The Prodigal Son .........seeseeereeees Luke 15 


2. 
3. April 19.—The Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke 16 : 1 to 17 : 37 
4 April 26—How to Pray ....cscceseccecsceecseeees Luke 18 
5. May 3.—Jesus in the Home of Zaccheus ..Luke 19 : 1-10 
6. May 10.—The Parable of the Pounds ....Luke 19 : 11-26 
gy. May 17.—Jesus Enters Jerusalem as King 
Luke 19: 28 to 20: 47 
8 May 24.—Jesus Preparing for the End 
Luke 21:1 to 22:23 
9. May 31.—Jesus in Gethsemane 
10. June 7.—Jesus Crucified 
11. June 14.—The Resurrection and the Ascension. Luke 24 
12, June 21.—The Sin of Causing Others to Stumble. 
(Temperance Lesson.) .......20+see0es Romans 14 : 13-23 
13. June 28.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Suffering and Sovereignty. 


Third Quarter 
. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 1 : 6-14; 2: 1-47 
. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1: 21-25 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4: 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36-39; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 


-“ 


nN 








painted the picture, and a skilled engraver has re- 
produced it on steel in black and white. You can 
buy a half tone of it for one cent. For a little more 
you can get it in colors—colors in which the artist 
did not paint this supper party. It is said that 
Da Vinci put on such fine tableware he had to paint 
it out as the table took attention away from the 
Divine Host. The principal piece was the goblet 
used. They call it the Holy Grail. Da Vinci painted 
it out. Wanted Christ to be the center. Did you 
ever notice how all the hands,are pointed Christward? 


Judas.—The hand of him that betrayeth me is with 
me on the table (vy. 21). You will never enjoy (?) 
the rawest experience that can come into a human life 
until you know that the very lips that kiss you have 
been the lips that have betrayed you. Until you know 
that while the left hand of love and friendship (that 
hand said to be nearest the heart) rests upon your 
shoulder, the right hand holds the steel that shall 
pierce you. David knew it. Jesus knew it. Alex- 
ander knew it. Cesar knew it. “Et tu Brute!” 
Napoleon knew it. Countless thousands all down the 
pages of history have known it. There is scarcely 
an adult reader of this note who has not known it. 
And be assured, my lads and lassies, you are likely 
to know more or less of it in the days to come. You 
will be able to join in the song with Job and David 
(Job 19:14; Psa. 41:9). The hardest blow I have 
ever had in my life came from one who professed 
to be my very best friend. On the shores of business 
is many a sad wreck. “Frozen out,” is the street 
term for the disaster. “He saved, and did without, 
and worked night and day to help build the business, 
and then they squeezed him out and broke his heart,” 
was said at the funeral of a man who was one of the 
founders of an industry with which I am_ familiar. 
And by the way, it just happens, which is only a 
manner of speaking, for such things don’t “happen,” 
that the men who did the “freezing out,” or “squeezing 
out,” or “kicking out” are all themselves now out. 
The Grim Reaper seems to have attended to that 
for the most part. The years, in these times, seem 
to attend to that just as a few hours attended to the 
world’s most infamous seller out (Matt. 27:5). Time 
is but an instant flash to 


Standing the Test.—And they began to enquire 
among themselves, which of them it was that should 
do this thing (v. 23). Over a hundred years ago a 
country parson over in the Doe Run Valley came to 
the little hamiet of Bridgetown, now called Coates- 
ville, and started a mission. It was the only place 
of worship in the village, and became a community 
church. It is now the Coatesville Presbyterian Church. 
This country parson, whose name was the Rev. A. G. 
Morrison, brought with him a library consisting of 
six volumes. This library was called “Practical Re- 
marks and Observations, by Matthew Henry, V.D.M.,” 
published by Tovar & Hogan, 255 Market Street 
Philadelphia, 1828. The title page carries a beautiful 
mezzotint picture of Matthew Henry, by Longacre, 
and he is the best looking preacher I have ever seen. 
The granddaughter of this country parson presented 
these six volumes to me, and I have been traveling 
with good Matthew Henry all these years. He has 
kept me straight and sane in all religious matters. 
When it cage to this text I turned to my good look- 
ing friend, Matthew Henry, and here is what he says 
—the italics are the Rev. Matthew’s: “They were 
apt to suspect themselves. Lord, is it I, though they 
were not conscious to themselves of any inclination 
that way (no such thought had ever entered into their 
mind), yet they feared the worst, and asked Him, 
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who knows us better than we know ourselves, Lord, 
is it I? Note. It well becomes the disciples of 
Christ always to be jealous over themselves with a 
godly jealousy, especially in trying times. We know 
not how strongly we may be tempted, nor how far 
God may leave us to ourselves, and therefore have 
reason not to be high minded but fear. Jesus before 
supper tested out these disciples to teach us to ex- 
amine and judge ourselves so to eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup.” You will note, according 


- to Matthew Henry, the disciples had been “tested out.” 


In the steel business the testing laboratory is in- 
dispensable. It is important to know how great a 
strain the metal will stand. There have been won- 
derful revelations in these tests in the matter of “heat 
treating” metals. By this process strength has been 
wonderfully increased. Just because of the results of 
“heat treating” we have our splendid automobiles and 
flying machines, both airplanes and dirigibles. The 
efficiency of human metal is wonderfully increased 
by “heat treating.” Turn to Isaiah 48:10 and read 
what the Holy Spirit has written: “Behold, I have 
refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee 
in the furnace of affliction.” And if you will look 


‘over your history, world-wide and local, you will note 


these are they who “stand the test.” 
CoaTEsvitte, Pa. 
we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriAts: A piece of bread, and glass of 
grape juice. (This can be made a beautiful and 
reverent explanation to children of the Lord’s 
Supper. But a few days ago, I heard a child in 
church begging to be told what it meant, and he 
was turned away with, “Keep still, you are too 
young to know anything about it.” I believe any 
child who is old enough to ask about the service 
can have it explained so he will understand much 
about it.) 











W E HAVE something very beautiful this morning. 
Sometimes when a very dear friend leaves us, 
he leaves us a picture or some other keepsake to keep 
his memory fresh in our minds. And when we see 
it, our thoughts always turn in love ta that friend. 

This is just what Christ did. He was preparing to 
leave these men with whom he had lived and worked, 
and he sat down at the table with them, and after 
he had eaten the Passover with them, he took bread 
and -gave thanks, and brake it, and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body which is given for you: 
this do in remembrance of me.” 

And then the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed for you.” 

Let us think about the bread. It is made from grain, 
which must be harvested, thrashed, and then ground 
into flour, baked with fire, before it is food for us. 
It tells us of a breaking and crushing that we may 
have bread. So Christ’s body was broken for us, that 
we might have life. 

And the beautiful grapes must be crushed and broken 
completely before we can get the juice. Again a story 
of breaking, shedding of the life of the grape, that 
we might have food. So Christ shed his blood on 
Calvary that we might have life. And he gave us 
this supper as a memorial until he comes. 

Do you ever think, as you sit at the Lord’s table, 
that it might be the last time, that the next supper 
might be the Marriage Supper of the Lamb? 

Mopesto, CAL. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


CL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date r 3 the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
epechay desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Better than a One-Way Ticket.—And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory (Luke 21:27). A Christian woman 
was once talking to a servant of Christ about the as- 
surance of her safety in the Saviour and said, “I have 
taken a single ticket to Glory, and do not intend to 
come back.” Whereupon the man of God replied: 
“You are going to miss a lot. I have taken a return 
ticket, for I am not only going to meet Christ in 
Glory, but I am coming back with him in power and 
great glory to the earth.’"—From The Sunday School 











Lesson for May 24 


Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


The Scoffer and Prophecy.——And then 
shall they see the Son of man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory (v. 
27). A short time ago I worked with 
a college fellow, a very efficient man and 
capable of doing his work with an ac- 
curacy and speed that few men possess, 
It apparently came natural to him; there- 
fore he expected the men under him to 
do as well as he. We didn’t always do 
it, but one of the men was quite slow, 
unusually so at times, and during the 
course of a day’s work this supervisor 
would gloat over this certain fellow, or 
any of us for that matter, and invariably 
he would start or end up by saying, 
“You’re slower than the second coming 
of Christ.” Little did this man know that 
he was fulfilling the words of proj hecy 
written nineteen hundred years ago when 
Peter, speaking of the Lord’s coming, 
said: “Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walk- 
ing after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming?” 
(2 Pet. 3:3, 4). Do not be deceived by 
the space of years, but remember, “The 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night” (2 Pet. 3: 10).—From Faithful 
Words. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


How God Spoke to Him.—Heaven 
and earth shall pass away: but my words 
shall not pass away (v. 33). A woman 
whose husband was a confirmed drunkard 
led a most miserable life until one day 
a colporteur came to her poor home and 
brought her a Bible. She found much 
comfort. in reading it and soon came to 
treasure it above everything. Her hus- 
band sneered and railed at her about it. 
One day, when he came home half in- 
toxicated, and found her sitting over 
her newly found treasure, he snatched 
the Bible from her, threw it into the 
stove, and set fire to it. “Now we shall 
see,” said he, “what will be left of your 
new religion.” The next day he opened 
the door of the stove, and taking the 
fire tongs, was about to stir up the cn- 
ders, which, as he thought, were all that 
was left of the Book, when his eye fell 
upon the words: “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away: but my words shall not 
pass away.” Having been thrown in 
closed, some pages of the Book were 
partly preserved, and these words stood 
out clear and distinct. They were like 
a revelation to the man; he stood con- 
victed and awe-stricken. Soon after he 
was converted, and led a different life. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Lord Rothschild’s Unfinished House. 
—Until the kingdom of God shall come 
(22:18). Some years ago a writer said: 
“People who pass Lord Rothschild’s man- 
sion in Piccadilly often notice that the 
end of one of the cornices is unfinished. 
One is likely to ask, ‘Could not the rich- 
est man in the world afford to pay for 
that cornice? Or is the lack simply due 
to carelessness?’ The explanation is very 
simple, yet suggestive. Lord Rothschild 
is an orthodox Jew, and every pious Jew’s 
house, tradition says, must have some 
part unfinished to bear testimony to the 
world that its occupant is only, like Abra- 
ham, a pilgrim and stranger on the earth. 
The incomplete cornice on the mansion 
seems to say to all who hurry by in the 
streets, bent on amassing worldly wealth, 
or going with the crowd in the paths of 
folly: ‘This is not Lord Rothschild’s 
home; he is ‘traveling to eternity.’ ”— 
From The Christian Herald (London). 
Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 
Prize illustration. 


The Only Badge that God Honors.— 
This cup is the new testament in my 
blood, which is shed for you’ (v. 20). 
There is a day coming when the shed 
blood of the Lamb of God will be the 
only badge of honor. You may wear 
the square and compass, you may wear 
the triple link, you may wear the wood- 
man’s ax, you may know every grip from 
the thumb and finger to the whole two 
hands, but none of these will answer in 
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“Bible. Messages,” by M. E: Willard. 
a by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
ng. 


The Best Enlistment.— This cup is the 
new testament in my blood, which is shed 
for you (v. 20). This-“soldier’s epitaph” 
was once quoted by Spurgeon: 


In earlier years I shed my blood 

Both for my king and for my country’s 
good ; 

In later years it was my pride to be 
Soldier to Him who shed His blood for me. 


—From C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


sd ve 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the covenant into which 
it is permitted us to enter with the Lord 
Jesus Christ —the new covenant in his blood 
outpoured for us. We pray that we may not 
think lightly of the wonderful privilege we 
have in remembering him when we gather 
about the communion table. May we not 
forget our blessed Lord’s command that we 
should thus remember him as we receive the 
bread, and the fruit of the vine as symbols 
of his broken body and shed blood. May we 
do so in humility, and in earnest purpose to 
enter into communion with him, remember- 
ing his sacrifice for sin, his bearinggof our 
sin in our place. May it be a joyous feast of 
remembrance with gratitude for his great 
mercy and loving-kindness and abounding 
grace. In the name of the Lord Jesus we 
pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It is so easy for 
us to forget! We are liable to forget 
the very things that we ought most re- 
member. How easily we forget our Lord 
and Master in the midst of the pressing 
duties of our busy days! It would be 
well if we could put up somewhere in 
the home, and in our offices just these 
words, “Remember Jesus Christ.” How 
easily our thoughts wander anywhere 
and everywhere when we gather for the 
communion service! Do we make any 
real preparation for that service in our 
own hearts? Do we realize how won- 
derful it is that we can enter into such 
a service at all? The last supper marked 
a covenant of the Lord with those who 
shared that supper with him, and for us 
it is also a covenant into which we enter 
with him by his grace and mercy, — his 
unspeakable sacrifice for us. Let us not 
forget him. Let us day by day keep him 
in remembrance, and at the communion 
season may we draw near to the table 
with humble hearts and abounding grati- 
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tude for what he has done for us. Let us 
pray. 





REMEMBER 
JESUS CHRIST 
WILL YOU ? 
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Lesson Hymns 


“At the Lamb’s High Féast We Sing.” 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts.” 
“Here, O My Lord, I see Thee.” ~ 
“According to Thy Gracious Word.” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 
“Communion Hymn.” 


ye 
For Primary Teachers 


By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 20, 21, and 22: 1-20. We 

studied last week about the Lord 
Jesus finishing his journey to Jerusa- 
lem. The class will remember that many 
people sang his praises as he entered the 
city. Talk of the last days of the Sav- 
iour’s life there in Jerusalem, living the 
same beautiful life he had always lived. 
-He visited his friends, Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus at Bethany. -These friends gave 
him a supper, and Mary anointed him 
with expensive perfume. 

His enemies, the rulers of his people, 
were trying all the time to make some 
plan to have the Saviour killed. Judas, 
one of the twelve disciples, promised to 
lead them to the Master while he was 
alone, and they promised to pay Judas. 
The amount of money they gave him 
was as much as a slave would bring. 

Then the last day came just before 
the Passover supper. He sent two of 
his disciples to get everything ready. 
Who were these two disciples? How 
did he tell Peter and John to find the 
room in which they were to meet? We 
believe that the man who tet the Master 
use his guest room was always glad of 
it, and that whenever he went into the 
room afterward, he felt the Saviour’s 
presence and blessing. 

Explain what preparations were needed 
for the Passover supper, a roasted lamb, 
bread baked without yeast, vinegar and 
bitter herbs. Also tell briefly of the first 
Passover, and how the feast got its 
name. God’s people were in Egypt where 
they were cruelly treated. When Pharaoh 
would not let the people go out of his 




















that day. God says: “When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you.”—From 
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land the Lord sent the death angel to 
kill the oldest son in every family in 
Egypt. The children of Israel were told 
to kill a perfect lamb and to sprinkle its 
blood over the door and on the two side 
posts, and to eat its roasted flesh with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The 
Lord said: “When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you.” After this Pharaoh 
let the people go from his land, and they 
were told to keep this feast every year 
in the same month in memory of their 
deliverance. The little lamb whose blood 
was sprinkled over the door, and on the 
two side posts, stood for the Lord Jesus, 
who as the Lamb of God would shed his 
blood on the cross to save all who be- 
lieve on him from sin and death. 

The Lord Jesus and his friends gath- 
ered in the large upper room of his 
friend. They reclined beside the long 
table on which Peter and John had placed 
the feast. The Master told his disciples 
how much- he had looked forward to this 
Passover supper which he was about to 
eat with them just before he was to be 
crucified. It was the last Passover that 
he would eat until all of his work for 
the world should be finished, and he 
should eat a happy supper in his Father’s 
Kingdom. It was the last Passover that 
needed to be eaten, for the next day at 
noon the Lord Jesus himself, the true 
Passover Lamb, was nailed to the cross, 
and his blood was shed for the sins of 
the world. And when the Lord and his 
disciples had eaten the Passover supper, 
the Saviour gave his friends another Sup- 
per which he said his followers should 
eat in memory of him. After the Lord 
gave thanks, he broke the bread, and 
gave it to the disciples to eat, and then 
he gave them the wine to drink. Re- 
mind the children that there was no 
lamb to be eaten in this Supper because 
after the Lord was crucified there was 
no need of any other sacrifice. The bread 
stands for the body of our Saviour which 
was broken, and the wine for his blood 
which was shed for the sin of the world. 
This Supper which is called the Lord’s 
Supper is to help us remember his death, 
and to -look forward in glad hope for 
him to come again. 

Close the lesson with a loving personal 
talk with the children about saving faith 
in the Lord Jesus. He is the children’s 
Saviour. Tell them if they have real 
faith in him, it is their privilege to con- 
fess him publicly by becoming members 
of the church. Then by taking the Sac- 
rament, or the Lord’s Supper, they show 
their faith in him as a present Saviour, 
and coming King. 

Memory Verse: “This do in remem- 
brance of me” (Luke 22: 19). 

CurnTon, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Saviour of the world 

(1) Preparing for his own sacrifice. 

(2) Preparing his followers for it. 

(3) Preparing for our remembrance of it. 


ROM the clamor and wild enthusiasm 

of the shouting multitudes who ac- 
claimed him the King, “that cometh in 
the name of the Lord,” to the company of 
just his chosen twelve in the quiet of that 
upper room, furnished and made ready 
for the solemn feast of the Passover — 


such is the contrast between our last 


study in the “Life of the Saviour of 
the World” and this one. 

How well this writer recalls those 
“Preparatory Services” held on Saturday 
afternoon before the “Celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper” (in the church of my 
girlhood) to which I took my wondering 
way with my little mother! It was in 
such an hour of hushed preparation that 
my own heart made known its choice of 
this Saviour as my own, and I asked to 
be received into the church. Never, 
through time and eternity, can I forget 
the joy singing in my heart as we walked 
home from that preparatory service, that 
‘Saturday afternoon! The familiar city 
streets and sounds, the very early spring 
sunshine, my own mother’s dear face be- 
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side me, shining with gladness over my 
decision for her beloved Saviour for my 
own, come back to me afresh each time 
I “do this in remembrance of him” who 
then and there began to reveal himself 
to me. May such joy come to your girls, 
dear teacher, even in the very studying 
together of this holy scene. 

(1) From his own words we find our 
Saviour saying he had greatly desired 
this hour and this sacrament with his 
own friends. It must have meant much 
to him in preparation for that climax deed 
of his own fulfillment of the ancient type 
of the Passover lamb so long observed 
by his people. What must his thoughts 
have been on this night —limiting them 
to his true humanity? They are not 
revealed to us—the ground is too holy 
to let the imagination supply what they 
might have been—but we are sure he 
needed this preparation for what was so 
close u him. 

(2) But he was thinking, too, of those 
followers whom he must leave so soon, of 
their almost unbearable grief over his 
death, of their separation from his bodily 
presence upon which they had learned to 
lean so hard, of the- “impossible” task 
he was leaving to them. They needed 
this hour with him with its close, sweet 
communion, its mystic teaching beyond 
wotds, even beyond definite thoughts. 
Surely it was a preparation in and of 
the soul in its inexpressible emotions, Be- 
yond even his sacred person they needed 
to seek him, in the symbols he gave the 
of himself. : 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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(3) Then, he knew that we, too, — his 
own through all ages— would need so 
to remember him, from time to time; so 
this Supper was partly prepared for us, 
that we also might in this way “show 
the Lord’s death” till he should come 
again.. He was teaching us all the true 
meaning of his own sacrifice. We have 
never been able to go beyond his own 
words in explaining it, we can never hope 
to fathom their full meaning, we can 
never exhaust their supply of strength 
and comfort. Every girl who loves her 
Lord will find these things truer with 
every celebration of this memorial Sup- 
per... May they all soon begin to test 


this trith! 

Home Study 
Read each of the Gospel accounts of 
this last Supper for the gathering of 
every detail given before you record it 
in your own synopsis. Memorize the 
one that appeals most to-you. Read -Paul’s 
account of it also in 1 Cerinthians 11: 
23-30. 
Decatur, Ga. 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CurIsTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son, The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are ‘all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on thé lesson, by having a copy of 
CuristiAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNnpay 
ScHoot TiMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or. more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

1. What two disciples prepared the 
Last Supper for the Lord and the twelve? 

2. What unusual circumstances showed 
these two disciples where the meal was 
to be eaten? 

3. When did the Lord say that he 
would next eat the Passover meal? 

4. What lesson in humility did Christ 
teach his disciples at this supper? 

5. Of what did Christ say the bred 
and wine were symbols? 

6. Did he himself share in the bread 
and wine at this first Lord’s Supper? 
Why? 

bd 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: An eagle in a meat crate. 
Discussion: Let the _ fellows state 
frankly their individual daily programs 
and work out with them a plan for the 
installation of the “large upper room.” 
Objective: Room to grow in power 
and service for Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, at a little mountain rail- 

road station a group stood by the 
platiorm where rested a meat crate with 
an eagle in it. Some one had wounded 
and captured the eagle on a near-by crag 
and was shipping it by express to the 
zoo. _The great bird sat sullen in its 
improvised cage, and refused to notice 
the efforts of one of the crowd to attract 
its attention. It was a picture of utter 
dejection and hopelessness. Once the 
eagle slowly spread its wings, or at- 
tempted to do so; but before they were 
half extended, the feathered tips raked 
against the rough boards of the crate. 
Then those great wings dropped helplessly 
back to the eagle’s sides, as their owner 


pathetic. Here was a majestic bird, built 
to breast the winds and face the morning 
sun, high up in the rarified atmosphere 
of the mountain peaks; but now cramped 
in close confinement, down on the level 
with its tormenters, a prisoner, unable 
even to spread its wings for flying. 
Fellows, when I read the Lord’s speci- 
fications for the room in which he de- 
sired to eat the Passover with his disciples 
-—that it must be a large room and an 
upper room—I think of .the eagle that 
must have large space and upper space 
in which to exercise its designed capac- 
ities and find its normal habitat. And I 
think of the man, whose soul — the eter- 
nal spirit of him — can onlyeflourish when 
given large space and upper space. 
To make this very practical, ask your- 
self the question how much of the twenty- 
four hours in a day have you definitely 
allotted for the nourishment and growth 
of your spirit, the most important part of 
your make-up? You are careful to get 
your three meals a day and a certain 
amount of sleep and recreation for physi- 
cal need; you are in one way or another 
providing means for your mental growth; 
but how about the spiritual? It is more 
important than the other two combined 
—far more —and yet many fellows who 
count themselves Christians are crowd- 
ing their wonderful spiritual capacities 
into very little space where growth is 
impossible. Attending a Sunday-school 
class, and perhaps a little church-going 
on Sunday —that alone is a starvation 
program. It is znemic, anyhow. It is 
spoon feeding, in a sense. It affords some 
nourishment, but not sufficient. 

Fellows, assign a certain time in each 
twenty-four hours to take a square meal 
for yourself out of God’s Word. You 
can do it. Maybe your day is already 
full, but if you were offered ten dollars 
for one hour of your time each day to be 
spent in some wholesome exercise, you 
would find the hour and assign it, even 
if, because your program was already so 
full, you had to set the alarm clock for 
one hour earlier rising to do it. Will 
you believe me when I tell you that that 
daily hour so spent can easily be worth 
to you many, many times more than ten 
dollars? 

Then in connection with your feeding 


schedule for prayer—for real, direct 
talking with God — laying out your plans 
before him, asking him to review them 
and approve or readjust them according 
to his will. Better still, ask him first of 
all to direct you in making your plans, 
In addition to these, make sure that some- 
where in your daily schedule there is 
definite opportunity provided for the ex- 
ercise of your spiritual self for Christ’s 
sake in behalf of somebody else. 

If you will do these three things, giving 
ample space for it in an unhurried way, 
I believe you will be providing “a large 
upper room” for your Lord; for besides 
being “large” it must be “upper,” and 
that means up in first place. You will 
find in a program like that you will get 
into the habit of squaring everything 
— by that “large upper room’s” coun- 
sels. 

In Revelation 3:20 we hear the Lord 
Jesus saying, “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and sup with him, and he with 
me.” Make an upper room and large, 
fellows ; and the feast you will have daily 
there with your Lord will send you forth 
to any task with superhuman power — 
to stand, to resist evil, to achieve, and 
to be a blessing to your world. 

GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of May 17) | 


1. Surely here shines his dauntless cour- 
age in the very presence and place of his 
powerful foes, as he “went on ahead” of 
his followers toward Jerusalem, the strong- 
hold of his enemies, and finally into their 
very seat of power, the Temple, there to 
take complete authority over them in the 
conduct of its affairs! 


_ 2. Their unquestioning obedience, carry- 
ing out his directions to the letter in secur- 








seemed to be resigned to its fate. It was 


ing the colt for him to ride upon, and their 


on God’s Word, allow space in your }— 
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forgetfulness of themselves, rejoicing only 
in the Lord himself. 

3. The ass was the animal used in peace. 
It pointed clearly to the peaceful mission 
of the Lord, in direct contrast to the false 
accusation later brought against him that 
he was stirring up the people in revolt 
against Rome. The horse was peculiarly 
the steed of war and of conquerors. 

4. See Zechariah 9:9. 

_ 5. Surely those they had been witness- 
ing on thi8 very journey, described in Luke’s 
Gospel, chapters 9:51 to 19: 48. 

6. See Matthew 21: 10, 12. 

7. There are so few miracles recorded in 
these chapters, so many parables and so 
much direct teaching. There are only five 
miracles listed in all these chapters, so the 
“mighty works” they had in mind must have 
been largely our Lord’s matchless words of 
teaching. 

8. The song: of the angelic hosts above 
Bethlehem on the night of the nativity is 
very similar to that of the singing hosts on 
the road to Jerusalem. 

9. Bazaars, rummage sales, and the like, 
in the name of the church. It is not suffi- 
cient to say that because such transactions 
are not done in the church premises, they 
do not fall under the same condemnation. 
The church house and church lot do not 
constitute the church, except in part; the 
church’s name is even more sacr 

10. Personal. 
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Lesson for May 24 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 24 
Why Is the Bible Worth Knowing? 
(2 Tim. 3 : 16, 17) 


Mon.—Because God’s Word (Heb. 4: 12, 
13). 

Tues.—An inspired book (2 Pet. i : 21). 

Wed.—A guidebook for life (Psa. 119 : 105- 

- 412). 

Thurs.—Our need of light (Prov. 8 :1-7, 





33-36). 
Fri—Great literature (Rom. 15: 4). 
Sat.—A revealer of Christ (John 20: 30, 
31). 











What good does reading the Bible do? 
What has the Bible done for the world? 


What is the difference between the Bible 
and other hooks? 


SKEPTIC was traveling through 
Ceniral Africa. On one occasion he 
stopped with a tribe that formerly had 
been cannibals. He found the chief of 
the tribe reading the Bible, and he said 
to him flippantly, “Surely you are not 
reading that out-of-date old Book?” The 
chief looked up, and pointing the traveler 
ped huge pot boiling over a near-by fire, 
said: , 
“If it were not for this old Book, you 
would be in that pot.” 
5 ye 
_ No other book makes the claim for 
itself that does the Bible. It unqualifiedly 
claims to be God’s written Word (2 Tim. 
3:16). In 2 Timothy 3 we read also 
some of the things the Bibie~claims to 
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do. Verse 15 says that it is able to make 
a man ‘“‘wise unto salvation through faith 
which is. in Christ Jesus.” In Psalms 19: 
7, 8 we read, “The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul: the testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple. The statutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart: the com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure, enlighten- 
ing the eyes.” . 


Now notice from our Scripture lesson 
what good, in addition to salvation, may 
come from the reading of God’s Word. 
From it we learn doctrine. Chris- 
tian doctrine consists of the _ princi- 
ples upon which the Christian faith rests. 
The Bible gives us these principles, and 
tells us that “faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” 

4 

From out Scripture lesson we learn 
that God’s Word is good for reproof and 
for correction. Left to himself man in- 
variably takes the wrong road through 
life. We have all seen that even a young 
child will choose more quickly to do the 
wrong thing rather than the right. God’s 
Word gives us a perfect standard that 
reproves our shortcomings and failures. 
But it does more than this. It shows 
how they may be corrected, which is a far 
different matter from reproof. It is right 
here that every other form of religion 
fails absolutely. Some of them give ex- 
cellent principles for living, but they con- 
tain no remedy for failure and no strength 
to enable their followers to attain the 
ideals they hold up. God’s Word not 
only sets a perfect standard, but it tells 
us how through the life that is Christ 
we may attain to that standard. 
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The Bible is good for instruction in 
righteousness. ‘At first this may seem 
similar to “correction” just mentioned. 
But if we will look closely we shall see 
that there is a difference. We may think 
of “instruction in righteousness” as that 
teaching and training that enables us to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
God. It is from the pages of God’s Word 
that we get a true picture of human 
nature, of circumstances about us, of sin, 
and of the future life. It is through 
taking heed to the warnings and admoni- 
tions in God’s Word that we are able 
to avoid many of the pitfalls we would 
otherwise fall into and many of.the mis- 
takes that otherwise w@uld: need correc- 
tion. 

we 


In the last verse of our Scripture les- 
son we find the summary of all of these 
good things in the words that tell us 
that the reason God has packed all of 
this doctrine, reproof, correction, and in- 
struction in God’s Word is that we might 
be completely equipped or “throughly fur- 
nished” for every good work. God has 
not placed us on this earth to grope our 
way blindly through life. He has a defi- 
nite plan for each of us and because he 
has such a definite plan he has given us 
a perfect Guide Book. If.we will only 
consult and follow it, it will enable us 
to fulfill the purpose for which we are 
placed here and reach the goal of joy and 
happiness that God has placed before us. 

ge 


We have but to turn to those nations 
where the Bible is unknown or where it 
has been largely a closed book to under- 
stand what God’s Word has done for the 
world. It will prove interesting for your 
young people’s meeting to have different 
members of your society contrast condi- 
tions in such lands with those of lands 
where God’s Word has had free course. 
Latin America, Africa, China, and Tur- 
key are good examples. Dr. Robert H. 
Glover’s excellent book, “The Progress 
of World Wide Missions” (Richard R. 
Smith, Inc., 12 East Forty-first Street, 
New York City) will help you here. 

we 


And now just a word as to the differ- 
ence between the Bible and other books. 
Few of us will need any assurance that 
the Bible is utterly different from any 
other book that we know. Those of us 
who are Christians will take unquali- 
fiedly God’s word that “all scripture is 
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given by inspiration of God” and that 


‘16 and 2 Pet. 1: 
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“holy men’ of God spake as they were 


moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Tim 3: 
21). We hear it sug- 
gested sometimes, however, that other 
“sacred books” are on the same level 
with the Bible. We have but to examine 
these. “sacred books” to recognize the 
difference. Sidney Collett in his book, 
“Ail About the Bible’ (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50), after quot- 
ing at length from the Veda of the Brah- 
mans, the Zend-Avesta of the Zoroas- 
trians, the Confucian Texts of the 
Chinese, the Tripitaka of the Buddhists, 
and from the Koran of the Mohamme- 
dans, says: 

“The reader will also have noticed how 
very little is really known. of the date 
and authorship of most of these sacred 
Books — some of them only having been 
committed to writing hundreds of years 
after the death of the founder. So their 
testimony, whatever it might otherwise 
be worth, is hopelessly invalidated. 

“But when we turn to the Bible, how 
different! It is like stepping off shifting 
sand on to the solid rock. Here we find 
indisputable evidence that every word of 
the New Testament, for example, was 
written by men who were contemporaries 
of our Lord, Moreover, the wild imagina- 
tions and incredible absurdities of all 
those sacred books must forcibly appeal 
to every thoughtful mind.” 


oe 
What has reading the Bible done for me? 
How much time do I give to the Bible 
as compared to other books? 
Do I really believe it to be God’s infal- 
lible Guide Book for me? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





271 
HILDREN'S DAY 


ew music TREE 


FREE SAMPLES of our Services of Songs, Reci- 
tations, etc., to Pastor, Supt. or Committee. These 
only are F REE. 

CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER, No. 17 

A Book of Songs, Recitations, Exercises, etc., con- 

taining a great many valualle helps. 25c the copy. 


THE TRIAD 
Contains a Pageant and Two Specials with music 
for young people. 28¢ the copy. 


CHRISTIAN HYMNS AND SONGS 
The Book Surprise of the year. Nothing like it in 
contents and price. Every Church and School should 
examine it. Ask for returnable copy. Ready about 
May 1st. Send for our catalog. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 
306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Illinois, 


ARABS vs. JEWS 


EACH BOOK IS'‘DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER 


“GOD’S FINAL MESSENGERS ”’ 

“‘ Scriptural prophecies . . . are being fulfilled before 
our eyes. . nusual study of REVELATION ... 
really a thesaurus [or storehouse] of facts.””— Zhe 
Sunday School Times. 

‘‘It grips me more than any book_on prophecy.” — 


James A Gray. 
280 pages. Cloth, $1.50. 


“ DEFINITE SIGNS OF THIS AGE CLOSING ” 


“« The crystallizing of events in the Near East has 
an almost ominous meaning when one takes... [the 
author's] viewpoint.’"’— Zhe A:liance Weekly. 

‘Should be in the hands of every lover of prophecy.” 
— The King’s Business. 

78 pages. 35 cents each, or 5 for $1.00. 
SPECIAL—1 Messengers and 3 Signs for $2.00. 
1 Messengers and 10 Signs for $3.00. 


G. KEEFER, E.E., Westport, Conn. 


















When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 








SUMMER STUDY IN THE MIDST OF THE “MOUNTAINS 


Terrace Mountain, 
are Shelving Rocks, Pulpit Rock, Alan 
“ Blue Juniata.”’ 
Pittsburgh and on the William Penn Highway. 
dormitory life and a dining hall for all. 
and courses. An op 


Stone Mountain, and the Tussey Range in sight from the College Campus. Nearby 

Segar Forest, Spruce Creek State Camp, t } 

Huntingdon is on the main line of the Pennsvivania Railroad between Philadelphi«» and 
The Wage buildings are comfortable in summer. T 

A large faculty o 

portunity in the nine weeks of the Summer Sessions—June 15 to August 14—to earn nine 


Camp Kanesatawke, and the 
here is 


resident and visiting teachers. Varied curricula 


semester hours’ credit in an accredited college or to take a little work, browse in the library, and enjoy field 


and forest. Moderate charges. 


For Bulletin, address Director of Summer Session, Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa. 








Happy 
Christian 
Annuitants 


These are actual photographs of a 
few of hundreds of men and women 
who have written words of praise 
for the annuity plan that helps 
distribute the Word of God. 


You, too, if you want 
to give to the cause of Scrip- 
ture distribution but require 
some return from your gift dur- 
ing your lifetime, will find the 
American Bible Society’s annu- 
ity plan eminently satisfactory. 


Its safety is guaranteed by the 
substantial resources of this 
great world-wide Society 
which has been distributing 
the Scriptures since 1816. 






Name 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor PI., N. Y. 


Please send your booklet No.27SS giving f 
tion on the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. it 
is understood that thie request places me under no obligation. 


Di dant. 


SAFE INCOME FOR LIFE... 


Mrs. B. E. M. 
of New York 
**I am happy to know 
that as long as I live I 
will receive each an- 


nuity payment with- 
out fail.”’ 


ee 


ae 







INNUITY PROMPTLY PAID .. . . « 


The Rev. H. K. S. 

of California 
**L enjoy a liberal rate, 
and the annuity checks 
come twice a year, 
always promptly when 
due.”’ 


aes Se ee 


A GREAT CONVENIENCE 
Mr. E. P. B. 3 
of Florida 


oe eoeee 


**The annuity pian 
provides a permanent 
and convenient in- 
come. I need only to 
deposit the semi-an- 
nual check.”” 


Mrs. S. G. H. 

of Missouri 
**I consider the Soci- 
ety’s work as second 
to none in furthering 
Christ’s kingdom upon 
the earth.”’ 





wun OF 
1 Sieh 
ANO 


AS HIGH AS 


all informa- 








Street 





City ; 


O 





State = 
Be Sure to Fill in Clearly Your Name and Complete Address | 
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Built on 

the Bible— 

but Meeting 
Today’s Problems 
Squarely 


It is true that every Standard Lesson is built 
squarely on the Bible, but, what is also true and 
equally important, every lesson has its applica- 
tion in everyday life — in meeting the problems 
that confront teachers and scholars. The Bible 
truths are presented in clear, positive manner, 
with questions designed to bring the lesson 
down to the conduct of 
the present moment, en- 
couraging independent 
thought and decision on 
the part of the school. 


FREE 
Prospectus 


on Standard Courses will be 
sent on juest. ou will 
find it prohtable to investi- 
gate. Write today. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
Dept. SS-59 


8th and Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, Ohio 








“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 


Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


























R E Ee Write Today 


Dr. William P. White 
President of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


Would like for every reader of this 
paper to have a copy of his booklet. 


“Three Reasons Why I Believe the 
Bible is the Word of God.” 
No expense — no obligation incurred. 


Simply write us saying you would like te 
have a copy and it will be sent you. 


If you would like to have our Catalogues of 
other publications— Books— Booklets—Tracts 
~— Music -please ask for these also. 


BIOLA BOOK ROOM 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
558 South Hope St., Los Angeles, California 














CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS, 


announce the completion of 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 























For CHILDREN’S DAY 


I will not only send on request a RETURNABLE 
examination packet of 


MINIATURE E-Z PAGEANTS 


which may be given without MEMORY WORK or 
REHEARSALS but through the use of my Discount 
Check, which I will enclose, I will help pay for the 
needed supply. Give name of Church. Rahven 


G. C. TULLAR "oom g20M, 154Nesseuse 


New . ¥. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. J 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


May 18 ts 24 
Mon.—Exodus 12: 21-28. The First Passover. 


Satan is willing for men to hold any 
belief that leaves out the atoning blood 
of Christ. Such popular cults as Chris- 
tian Science and Theosophy are bloodless 
religions. So is Modernism. The Pass- 
over was a type of Christ as our Re- 
deemer (Exod, 12: 1-28; John 1:29; 1 
Cor. 5:7; 1 Peter 1:18, 19). 

Prayer Succrestions: Pray for the 
Rev. John Hay, head of the Inland South 
America Missionary Union, who asks for 
a two-years’ absence leave, and for Mrs. 
Hay, who for health reasons, has re- 
signed, as Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Field; for the relatives of the recent mar- 
tyrs, Mr. Tylee and Nurse Kratz, and 
for the William E, Haskers, broken in 
health; for the supply of pressing needs. 
Tues.—Luke 22 : 7-13. 

Preparing for the Passover. 

“Most of us do not think of God as 
interested in his children’s house-renting 
and room-hunting. But he is, and here 
we see him, in the most beautiful way, 
directing and guiding the disciples. They 
needed a room for the Passover feast. 
He sends the ‘man with the pitcher’ as 
the token of his guidance. They follow 
him, and find a large upper room tur- 
nished and ready even ‘as he had said 
unto them.” It was the God of the fifth 
sparrow again. His face was turned in 
watchful and loving care even toward so 
small a need in their lives as a room.” 
—James H. McConkey in “The Fifth 
Sparrow” (to be had from Silver Pub- 
lishing Society, Bessemer- Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. W. K. Norton, Pilgrim’s Mis- 
sion, Benares, U, P., India, and for the 
forty Christiaw young men learning mo- 
tor, electric, and other trades. 

Wed.—Luke 22: 14-23. The Lord’s Supper. 

“Consider that sudden overwhelming 
wave of self-knowledge which forced 
to all lips the awful question concerning 
the betrayer (v. 23; Matt. 26:22) — 
‘Lord, is it I?’ If we all, left to the 
unhindered work of our own hearts, are 
capable of the consummate infamy of the 
betrayal of Jesus Christ, then such small 
matters as theft, murder, adultery, covet- 
ousness, and the like, may at once be 
acknowledged as latent possibilities in 
every heart ‘of man (Mark 6: 21-23; 
Rom. 3: 10-18; Gal. 5: 19-21)."—C. I, 
Scofield, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for funds 
to bring home on furlough from Rafai, 
French Equatorial Africa, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Hurlburt to America, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Alber to Switserland, of the 
Unevangelized Africa Mission (536 South 
Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal.), that 
they may recover health; for funds to 
send new missionaries. 

Thurs.—1 Corinthians 11 ; 23-29, 
Our Authority for the Feast. 

The renewal of this memorial institu- 
tion to Paul, the only apostle not at the 
Last Supper, by special revelation, greatly 
enhances its solemnity and emphasizes its 
importance. Fausset says the word 
“broken” in verse 24 is not in the best 
manuscripts. Our Lord’s body was for us 
in the theophanies, for us in incarnation, 
for us in vicarious atonement, for us in 
resurrection, for us as soul-food in the 
sacramental feast, for us as the Head of 
the mystic Body. It was never “broken.” 
The ancient prophet said it never would 
be (see John 19: 36). When I commune, 
I publicly confess that Christ has died 
“for me” (v. 26). 

PRAYER SuGGestTions: Pray for. the 
work among Jews of the Rev. Henry L. 
Hellyer, in Polana; that the new perma- 
nent residence in Lodz may~be greatly 
used for saving: souls; for the family, 
tried converts, the supply of needs. 





Fri.—John 6: 31-4. Life-Giving Bread. 

“All life comes from life. . . . Food, 
to be food, must have life in it. ... The 
Bible is the-Word of God, and Christ is 
also the Word .of God. Peter tells us 
‘as newborn babes’ to ‘desire the sincere 
milk of the word,’ that we ‘may grow 
thereby.’ Just as in the natural realm 
milk is flesh and blood in solution, so in 
the spiritual realm the Scriptures are the 
flesh and blood of Christ, so to speak, in 
solution, or in a form in which he may 
be apprehended and assimilated. When 
we feed upon his Word we are feeding 
upon him, This is evidently the key to 
his utterance in John 6: 63 — ‘The words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life” ”—Dr. William L. Pet- 
tingill. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for Miss 
Anabel Case, Mission Evangelica, Vegros, 
Paraguay, S.-A; for thew litile paper 
El Noticiero Evangelico; for the Spirit 
to be poured out om young converts. 
Sat.—1 Corinthians 10 ; 14-22. . 

The Cup of Blessing. 

A cup stands for that which has come 
to the full, Our Lord prayed for the 
brimming cup of agony, in dying for the 
world, to pass from him, if it were his 
Father’s will. But it passed only in the 
drinking of it. But this drinking it to 
the dregs made possible for us the cup 
of blessing in communion (v. 16). 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
New Guinea Evangelization Society (156 
Fifth Avenue, New York), and its allied 
work, the Kwato Extension Association, 
emphasizing evangelization and industrial- | 
ism; for Mrs. Charles W. Abel and her | 
mission-sealous sons and daughters, 





-terprets : 





(Lesson for May 24) May 9, 1931 


Phyllis, Cecil, Russell, and Marjorie, who 
will “carry on” since the sad death of Mr. 
Abel last year on a visit to England. 
Sun.—Isaiah 53:1-6. The Great Sacrifice. 
Isaiah is here Spirit-impelled to imper- 
sonate the final repentance of Israel. Our 
Lord was “acquainted with grief,” or 
rather with “disease” (v. 3). Literally, 
“he hath borne our sicknesses” (v. 4). 
Scripture never refers to Jesus as being 
sick, but he appears to have absorbed into 
his own health men’s illnesses (Matt. 8: 
17). He vicariously carried our “pains 
of the mind” (v. 4). Canon Fausset in- 
“Christ took on himself all 
man’s infirmities, so as to remove them; 
the bodily by direct miracle, grounded on 
his participation in human infirmities; 
those of the soul by his vicarious suffer- 
ec did away with the source of 
th, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
South-Eastern Europe Bible ‘School 
(William Albert Harbison, Secretary, 
1625 Graybar Bldg., New York) at St. 
Andrae, Austria; for Mr. Eberhard Phi- 
dius, principal; for the funds to provide 
needed additions to the buildings; for the 
twenty-seven graduate workers in South 
East Europe. 








PRAYER a HEALING 


By JAMES H. McCONKEY 
Is God able to heal? Does God ever heal? 
Does God always heal? Does God tse méans in 
. healing? Get the Bible Answers 
Sent absolutely free. Address 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 








Dept. S., 1013 Bessemer Building, PITTSBURGH, PA. 








Make this 5-Minute Test 
of Your Bible Knowledge 





14 Great Correspondence 
Bible Courses 


Moody Bible Institute Home Study 
Courses offer you a choice of fourteen 
fascinating studies that you can pursue 
right in your own home. 


How much do youreally know about 
the Book of Books? Here is your 
chance to check up on your Bible 
knowledge—to test the accuracy of 
your information en Biblical char- 
acters and events. 


Send for this free “Five Minute Bible 
Test”=—and you have an interesting 
time in store. Mail your answers to 
us and we will grade them for you. 


Moody Bible Institute Home Study 
Courses have brought the comfort of 
Bible understanding to over 52,000 
people scattered over the entire 
globe. They are the work of schol- 
ars who have spent their lives in 
bringing these great truths to light. 
They are fascinating—and they 
carry you to heights of faith you 
could never reach otherwise. 


Now—fill out the coupon below. 
There is no cost or obligation. Check 
the course in which you think you 
would be most interested. Take this 
action today—now—and a great 
blessing will be yours. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE of CHICAGO 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
Dept. 4505, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois, U.S. A. 
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Moody Bible Institute of Chicago Correspondence School, 
Dept. 4505, 153 Institute Place; Chicago, Ill. 


Please send me free, your “Rive Minute Bible Test”, and prospectus describing the 
Home Study Courses. I am interested in these checked. 


0) Synthetic Bible Study 

O) Bible Chapter Summary 

0 Introductory Bible Course 

CO Teacher’s Training Course 

O) Fundamentals of Christian 
Faith 


OC) Evangelism 


History 


O Christian Evidences 


0 Practical Christian Work 


0 Bible Doctrine 
0 Great Epochs of Sacred 


0 Scofield Bible Correspondence 
purse 
O Mt. Peaks of Prophecy 
O) World Wide Missions 
0 Studies in the Life and Teach- 
ings of Our Lord 


O I am interested in your Class Study Plan 
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